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GENERAL  INTRODUCTION. 


This  Report  is  the  thirty-third  since  the  institution  of  school  medical  inspection 
in  Glasgow  in  1909,  the  twelfth  since  the  transfer  to  the  Public  Health  Department 
in  1930  and  the  third  of  a new  series  begun  in  1939.  (This  form  of  report, 
recommended  by  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  could  not  be  adopted 
in  1940.) 

Conditions  in  the  school  medical  service  during  Session  1941-42, 
especially  after  the  disturbances  during  the  two  preceding  Sessions, 
seemed  almost  normal.  The  medical  staff  and  the  facilities  available 
were  adequate  in  most  respects,  and  were  in  advance  of  expectations 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Session. 

The  main  changes  in  the  service  during  the  year  were  (a)  the  appoint- 
ment of  cleanliness  inspectresses  (nurses)  to  examine  all  pupils  in  a 
large  number  of  schools,  in  substitution  for  a panel  of  general  practi- 
tioners, who,  during  the  preceding  Session,  made  periodical  inspections 
of  children  registered  for  evacuation  and  ( b ) the  application  of  a higher 
" scale  of  necessity  ” to  the  provision  of  dental  treatment  free  of  cost 
to  the  parent,  along  with  an  offer  of  dental  treatment  a^  the  school 
clinics  for  a small  fee  to  the  “ Non-necessitous.”  There  were  extensions 
of  the  pre-existing  scheme  in  respect  of  (a)  the  control  of  cleanliness 
conditions,  and  hygiene  generally,  among  the  children  by  the  Senior 
Women  Assistants  at  five  additional  schools,  (6)  the  provision  of  addi- 
tional dental  clinics,  and  (c)  additional  bath  centres  for  scabies  treatment. 

The  Education  (Scotland)  Act,  1942,  which  is  primarily  concerned 
with  the  supply  of  school  meals  to  children,  makes  freer  the  provision 
of  medical  treatment  for  school  children.  It  is  not,  however,  anticipated 
that  this  will  result  in  any  wide  extension  of  the  scope  of  the  school 
medical  service.  Reference  may  be  made  to  the  expansion  of  the 
Nursery  School  system,  as  well  as  to  the  institution  of  War-time  Nurseries. 
The  main  deficiency  in  existing  arrangements  as  compared  with  the 
pre-war  conditions  is  the  lack  of  accommodation  at  residential  centres 
of  the  holiday  school  or  special  school  type.  Certain  residential  evacua- 
tion centres  helped  in  this  matter,  but  more  accommodation  for  children 
suffering  from  various  types  of  defect  would  be  an  advantage. 


Medical  Inspection. — Changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  medical  staff 
caused  some  uncertainty  as  to  the  “ findings  ” of  systematic  routine 
inspection  in  certain  minor  matters  where  standards  are  difficult  to 
formulate  and  the  element  of  personal  opinion  comes  into  play.  Detailed 
enquiries,  however,  make  it  clear  that  no  physical  deterioration  has  in 
tact  been  observed,  except  in  respect  of  the  more  frequent  presence  of 
vermin  of  the  body  and  of  skin  diseases  such  as  scabies.  On  the  other 
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hand  there  was  an  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  children’s 
heads,  and  in  their  equipment  with  spectacles  where  necessary,  as  com- 
pared with  the  preceding  Session.  The  dental  condition  of  the  children, 
though  far  from  satisfactory,  was  the  best  since  1920,  while  the  records 
of  the  average  heights  and  weights  of  the  children  were  all  but  the  highest 
reached  since  that  year. 

It  would  be  disappointing  if  the  amount  of  additional  work  done 
in  the  schools  since  the  evacuation  had  not  produced  an  improvement 
in  the  matter  of  cleanliness  of  heads  and  provision  of  spectacles  ; the 
increased  prevalence  of  vermin  of  the  body  (0-4  per  cent,  of  the  children 
examined)  probably  arises  from  the  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions 
and  from  the  frequency  of  women’s  war  work.  The  main  credit  for 
the  outstanding  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  children’s  teeth 
and  in  their  average  measurements  is  doubtless  due  to  the  influence 
of  the  national  food  schemes. 

In  last  year’s  Report  there  were  recorded  continued  increases  in 
the  average  measurements  of  the  children  generally.  These  increases 
were  considerable  in  the  case  of  both  heights  and  weights  of  the  infant 
boys  and  girls,  but  only  slight  in  the  case  of  the  weights  of  the  older 
girls.  This  year  there  was  a slight  fall  in  the  average  measurements 
of  the  infants  (possibly  due  to  the  resumption  of  fuller  school  time- 
tables) and  a further  increase  in  the  measurements  of  the  thirteen-year- 
old  girls  (possibly  due  to  the  return  from  evacuation  of  girls  in  the 
schools  in  better  class  areas).  Whatever  the  reasons  for  these  changes, 
the  school  measurement  figures  permit  of  the  satisfactory  conclusion 
that,  apart  from  the  records  of  1941,  no  higher  averages  have  been 
recorded  since  1920  ; compared  with  the  averages  for  the  quinquennium 
1935-39,  i.e.,  the  last  five  years  before  the  war,  the  1942  records  show 
definite  increases  in  the  average  measurements  of  the  children  as  follows: — 

Children  of  five  years  of  age — 

Boys : Increase  0-42  inches,  0-87  lbs. 

Girls:  ,,  0-31  inches,  0-S1  lbs. 

Children  of  thirteen  years  of  age : — 

Boys  : Increase  0-88  inches,  2-61  lbs. 

Girls:  ,,  0-57  inches,  2*  1 2 lbs. 

Medical  Treatment. — The  numbers  of  children  treated  at  the  school 
clinics  showed  satisfactory  decreases  from  the  corresponding  figures  for 
the  preceding  session,  where  such  decreases  might  be  significant  of 
improvement  in  health  (injuries,  diseases  of  the  ear,  of  the  eye,  and 
other  general  diseases)  and.  equally  satisfactory  increases  where  these 
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were  the  result  of  more  normal  (or  of  improved)  conditions  of  school 
attendance  and  of  medical  staff  and  accommodation  (artificial  light, 
refraction  and  dental  clinics).  Practically  none  of  the  figures  showed 
increases  over  the  corresponding  figures  for  1939 — the  last  pre-war  year. 

Exceptions  to  the  satisfactory  general  position  indicated  above 
were  the  skin  diseases,  notably  scabies,  the  number  of  cases  of  which 
exceeded  all  previous  records  ; there  was  also  a small  increase  in  cases 
of  ringworm  of  the  scalp.  There  was  noted  a slight  upward  movement 
in  the  figures  relating  to  rickets  treated. 

It  should  not  be  overlooked  that  increased  family  incomes  might 
operate  so  as  to  exclude  some  children  from  the  school  clinics,  but  as 
the  " scale  of  necessity  ” now  applies  to  only  a few  sections  of  the  work, 
it  appears  likely  that  the  reductions  in  numbers  treated  were  genuinely 
significant  of  improved  health  conditions. 

Under  the  heading  of  medical  treatment  mention  should  be  made 
of  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  to  the  school  medical  service  by 
the  Senior  Woman  Assistants  and  their  associated  Welfare  Attendants, 
and  by  the  staff  of  many  First  Aid  Posts  (in  connection  with  the  cleanli- 
ness of  the  children),  and  also  by  the  staffs  of  certain  First  Aid  Posts 
and  of  Baird  Street  and  Moffat  Street  Reception  Houses  in  connection 
with  the  treatment  of  scabies. 


In  conclusion,  I have  to  acknowledge  the  cordial  co-operation  of 
the  Director  of  Education,  his  administrative  staff,  the  teaching  staff 
of  the  schools,  and  the  staff  of  many  First  Aid  Posts,  as  well  as  the 
loyal  assistance  of  the  medical,  nursing  and  clerical  staffs  of  the  Education 
Health  Service,  including  that  of  the  Chief  Clerk,  Mr.  William  Robertson, 
in  the  preparation  of  the  details  for  this  Report. 


J,  MILLER  YOUNG, 

M.C.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.F.P.  & S„  D.P.H., 
Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer. 


Education  Health  Service, 
155  Bath  Street, 

Glasgow,  C.2. 

• 31  si  March,  1943. 
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1 .—LIST  OF  STAFF. 

(a)  Whole-time  Staff. 

1 Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer;  17  School  Medical  Officers 
(including  one  on  war  service) (1)  ; 10  School  Dental  Officers  (2) ; 
1 Supervisor  of  Nurses  ; 76  Nurses  (including  3 nurses  on  war 
service,  3 temporary  nurses  at  SGabies  baths  centres  and  4 
temporary  nurses  employed  as  cleanliness  inspectresses)  (3)  ; 
47  clerks  (including  4 on  war  service  and  7 employed  at  dental 
clinics  as  clerkess-attendants) . 

Changes  in  Staff — 

(1)  Dr.  Violet  M.  Howat  and  Dr.  Elizabeth  C.  M'Hafiie  resigned  on  30,8/41 

and  16/10/41  respectively,  Dr.  Duncan  MacFarlane  was  transferred 
temporarily  to  other  work  and  Dr.  Alex.  M.  Roy  went  on  war  service. 
Dr.  Christina  S.  Stoddart  (oculist)  and  Dr.  Ellen  Cush  were  appointed 
on  1/9/41  and  24/11/41  respectively  and  3 temporary  officers  were 
appointed. 

(2)  Miss  Jean  D.  Oswald,  Miss  Frances  M.  Paterson  and  Mr.  WiHiam  Thom 

were  appointed  on  1/9/41. 

(3)  In  the  course  of  the  session  6 nurses  resigned  and  3 nurses  were  appointed. 

7 nurses  were  employed  temporarily  for  special  duties. 

(b)  Part-time  Staff — 

6 Aurists  (1  on  \tfar  service)  ; 1 Dermatologist  ; 1 Oculist  (4) ; 1 
Local  Medical  Officer  (for  emergency  duties  at  Residential 
School)  ; 1 Medical  Officer  and  1 Dentist  (for  Approved  School 
duties). 

Changes  in  Part-time  Staff— 

(4)  Dr.  Alex.  Garrow  resigned  on  10/12/41  and  Dr.  J.  Barbour  Stewart 

on  1/7/42. 


. Of  the  total  of  8,667  periods  (half-days)  worked  by  the  full-time 
medical  officers  7,564  were  devoted  to  the  normal  work  of  medical 
inspection  and  treatment  of  school  children  in  the  city,  and  1,103 
periods  were  devoted  to  other  work  as  follows  : — smallpox  precautions 
(summer,  1942),  360 ; diphtheria  immunisation,  195  ; evacuation 
(inspection  and  visits),  55  ; relief  duties  in  other  sections  of  the  Health 
Department  (mainly  during  the  schools’  summer  vacation),  493. 

Of  the  total  of  4,971  working  periods,  the  full-time  dental  officers 
devoted  4,548  periods  to  the  normal  work  of  dental  inspection  and 
treatment  of  school  children  in  the  city,  and  423  periods  to  other  work 
as  follows  : — smallpox  precautions  (summer,  1942),  232  ; inspection 
and  treatment  at  evacuation  centres,  56  ; relief  duties  in  other  sections 
of  the  Health  Department,  including  hospital  duties  (mainly  during  the 
schools'  summer  vacation),  135. 

The  Education  Health  Service  had  assistance  from  another  section 
of  the  Health  Department  in  the  dental  treatment  of  children  at  an 
evacuation  centre. 


« 
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2.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  schools  at  31st  July,  1942,  not  all  in  full  use  for 
educational  purposes,  was  253,  compared  with  242  at  the  corresponding 
date  in  1941.  These  schools  were  classified  as  follows  : — Primary,  135  ; 
Primary  with  Advanced  Division,  31  ; Junior  Secondary,  16  ; Secondary, 
28  ; Special  Schools  for  Physical  Defectives,  12,  for  Mental  Defectives, 
4,  and  for  Physical  and  Mental  Defectives,  8 ; Approved  Schools,  1 ; 
Holiday  Schools,  2 ; Nursery  Schools,  16  ; total  number  of  schools,  253. 
Classes  for  physical  defectives  were  accommodated  in  3 ordinary  schools, 
and  for  mental  defectives  in  7.  One  school  not  under  the  management 
of  the  Corporation  was  in  receipt  of  grant  from  the  Education  Authority 
and  under  medical  inspection. 

The  total  roll  of  the  schools  at  17th  October,  1941  {including  evacuees 
but  excluding  pupils  in  special  schools  and  classes  and  in  schools  outwith 
the  management  of  the  Corporation),  was  163,132.  The  average  roll 
for  the  two  weeks  preceding  17th  October,  1941  ( excluding  evacuees), 
was  131,242.  N 

Excluding  evacuees  in  all  cases — in  December  the  roll,  excluding 
pupils  in  special  schools  and  classes,  was  137,099 — in  January,  including 
the  mentally  defective  children,  141,250,  and  in  May,  including  the 
physically  and  mentally  defective  children,  147,303.  (See  page  30.) 

The  average  attendance  fell  from  86-2  per  cent,  in  September,  1941 
to  76-1  per  cent,  in  January,  1942  (heavy  snowfall).  From  February 
to  May  the  average  attendance  was  82  per  cent,  or  over  and  in  June 
fell  to  77-5  per  cent,  (staggered  holidays  of  war  workers). 


3.— SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

See  Report  for  1939,  page  10,  as  to  normal  arrangements. 

» 

4.— ORGANISATION  AND  ADMINISTRATION. 

I 

(a)  System  and  Extent  of  Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

Inspection. 

See  Report  for  1939,  page  12,  as  to  normal  arrangements. 

The  scheme  of  inspection  for  the  year,  for  the  most  part  as 
suggested  by  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland,  consisted  of  the 
" systematic  ” (routine)  medical  inspection,  in  the  first  place,  of  (a)  all  < 
entrants  to  the  infant  departments  and,  as  far  as  staffing  arrangements 
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would  permit,  of  (b)  the  “ third  age  group  ” — children  horn  in  1928 
(approximately  13  years  of  age),  (c)  the  “ second  age  group  ” — children 
born  in  1932  (approximately  9 years  of  age),  and  ( d ) the  “ fourth  age 
group  ” — children  born  in  1925  (approximately  16  years  of  age),  and 
(e)  of  “ missed  ” pupils  of  any  age.  The  special  (“  non-routine  ”) 
inspection  of  pupils  specially  referred  to  medical  officers  by  teachers 
and  the  re-inspection  of  children  who  had  been  previously  noted  as 
" abnormals  ” were  continued.  (The  “ Leaving  Interviews  ’’  were 
largely  in  abeyance.)  The  Special  Emergency  Inspections,  originally 
instituted  as  a rapid  (periodic)  examination  and  re-examination  of 
registered  evacuees,  were,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  uncleanliness 
and  of  scabies,  continued  by  the  school  medical  officers.  Similar 
inspections  by  general  practitioners  were  discontinued  in  favour  of 
special  cleanliness  inspections  of  all  pupils  in  one  group  of  schools  twice 
per  annum  by  inspectresses  specially  appointed  for  that  purpose.  In 
another  group  of  schools  nurse  inspectresses  of  the  sanitary  divisions 
operated  a similar  scheme. 

The  numbers  and  some  of  the  results  of  the  above  and  other 
inspections  are  given  in  Table  I on  page  35  and  in  the  tables  and 
appendices  on  the  succeeding  pages. 

In  addition,  in  certain  schools,  the  Senior  Woman  Assistant  Teachers 
continued  to  supervise  the  condition  of  the  children,  by  means  of  external 
inspection  and  re-inspection  and  other  methods  designed  to  encourage 
a good  standard  of  cleanliness.  In  this  work  they  had  the  assistance 
of  a woman  welfare  attendant  in  each  school.  By  the  end  of  the  session 
the  scheme  had  been  extended  to  a total  of  11  schools.  (See  Report, 
1941,  page  74,  and  Appendix  VIII,  page  63,  of  this  report.) 

Treatment. 

The  list  of  clinics  and  of  conditions  treated  therein  given  in  the 
Report  for  1939  (page  14)  requires  amendment  in  the  following  respects  : — 
(1)  Treatment  for  “ other  minor  diseases  ” was  provided  at  Blawarthill 
Clinic  ; (2)  Bath  treatment  for  scabies  cases  was  provided  within  Gorbals 
and  Provan  clinics,  at  new  centres  at  Camlachie  School,  E.l,  and  Eastpark 
School,  N.W.  (October  and  November,  1941,  respectively),  and  (during 
the  forenoon  sessions  only)  at  new  bath  centres  established  in  the  First 
Aid  Posts  at  Church  Street  School,  W.l  (February,  1942),  Heather 
Street,  S.l  and  Cranstonhill  Baths  (May,  1942)  ; (3)  Treatment  by 
Ultra-Violet  rays  was  in  abeyance  at  William  Street  Clinic  ; (4)  Wellshot 
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Clinic  was  not  in  use  for  dental  treatment  purposes  but  new  dental 
surgeries  were  provided  at  Dalmarnock  School,  S.E.,  and  at  20  Harriet 
Street,  S.3.  (After  the  close  of  the  session  the  school  clinic  at  Springburn 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  N.,  was  transferred  to  a new  joint  clinic  at 
91  Denmark  Street,  N.) 

In  addition,  the  school  service  continued  to  receive  the  assistance 
of  Baird  Street  and  Moffat  Street  Reception  Houses  (for  the  treatment 
of  cases  of  scabies),  the  Western  District  Hospital  (for  tonsils  and  adenoids 
operations),  other  Corporation  Hospitals  (for  X-ray  examinations  and 
operative  and  other  aural  treatment),  and  certain  First  Aid  Posts  (for 
cleansing  of  children’s  heads).  The  cleansing  of  heads  by  the  welfare 
attendants  at  the  schools,  mentioned  under  the  preceding  inspection 
section,  should  also  be  mentioned. 


(b)  System  and  Extent  of  Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

The  dental  staff  is  detailed  on  page  6.  The  scope  of  the  work 
was  affected  by  adoption  of  a new  and  higher  scale  of  necessity  for 
dental  treatment,  by  the  offer  of  any  necessary  treatment  at  a charge 
of  one  shilling  and  by  an  increase  of  staff.  In  most  of  the  clinics  dental 
clerkesses,  i.e.,  clinic  attendants  with  some  ambulance  and  first  aid 
training,  were  appointed  in  place  of  fully  trained  nurses.  Routine 
dental  inspection  was  greatly  extended,  but  although  increased  by  two 
new  surgeries,  the  clinic  accommodation  was  still  inadequate  to  permit 
of  inspection  at  all  schools  if  such  inspections  were  to  be  followed  by 
the  offer  of  treatment.  Further  information  as  to  the  work  will  be  found 
on  pages  29  and  56. 


(c)  School  Nursing  and  Arrangements  for  Following  Up. 

See  Report  for  1939,  page  15. 

The  staff  of  nurses  is  detailed  on  page  6, 

The  following  up  of  ascertained  cases  of  scabies  became  more  a 
matter  for  the  staff  of  the  sanitary  divisions  dealing  with  the  households 
than  for  the  Education  Health  Service,  which  continued  to  provide  the 
major  part  of  the  treatment  for  the  children  affected. 


10 


Table  of  Nurses’  Duties. 

The  following  table  gives  the  details  of  the  working  time  of  the 
nursing  staff,  including  the  Supervisor,  and  members  of  a temporary 
staff  of  7 nurses  and  7 dental  attendants,  in  periods  of  half-days : — 


1942. 

Half-days. 

1941. 

Half-days. 

1939. 

Half-days. 

Routine  inspection  ...  ..."\ 

Special  inspection  ...  ...J 

Treatment  at  clinics 
Treatment  at  special  schools 
Visiting  ...  ...  ... 

A.R.P.  training  ... 

4,717 

26,537 

1,785 

1,353 

4,068 

22,871 

205 

1,321 

/ 2,619 

\ 314 

24,483 
4,917 
1,481 
183 

34,392 

28,465 

33,997 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  nurses  devoted  2,636  complete  periods 
in  all  to  the  following  duties  : — A.R.P.  duties  (860),  evacuation  work 
(620),  diphtheria  immunisation  (327),  smallpox  precautions  (804),  and 
other  public  health  duties  (25). 

Absences  from  duty 

2,693 

(6-8%) 

3,844 

(9-4°/s) 

1,596 

(45%) 

The  visits  made  by  the  nursing  staff  were  as  follows : — 


To  clinics  ... 

179 

321 

217 

To  homes  ... 

4,321 

4,S82 

5,680 

To  schools  ...  ...  

146 

329 

339 

To  office  and  clinics  (administrative) 

2,173 

2,159 

1,687 

6,819 

7,691 

7,923 

These  visits  were  not  made  entirely  during  the  " visiting  ” periods  ; 
many  were  made  during  periods  devoted  mainly  to  other  duties.  Many 
visits  to  homes  in  connection  with  scabies  cases  were  performed  by  a 
separate  staff  associated  with  the  sanitary  divisional  organisations. 
These  are  not  included  above. 
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(<f)  Co-ordination  with  the  Public  Health  Service  and  with 
other  Departments  of  the  Authority  which  render 
'Services  to  Children. 

The  arrangements  outlined  on  page  16  of  the  Report  for  1939 
continued  to  operate.  Nearly  all  the  members  of  the  Education  Health 
Service  staff — medical,  dental,  nursing  and  clerical — took  part  in  the 
work  of  smallpox  precautions,  which  conveniently — for  the  normal 
programme  of  the  service  at  least — became  necessary  just  at  the  time 
the  schools  closed  for  the  summer  vacation  in  July,  1942,  and  the  staff 
could,  therefore,  most  easily  be  seconded. 

Children  discharged  from  hospitals  after  treatment  for  broncho- 
pneumonia or  pneumonia  who  are  usually  seen  at  the  school  clinics 
with  a view  to  their  admission  to  residential  schools  outwith  the  city 
or  to  other  special  schools,  could  not,  owing  to  restricted  accommodation, 
so  freely  be  dealt  with  in  this  way.  Any  necessary  treatment  was, 
however,  provided  and  many  of  the  children  received  a course  of 
artificial  light  treatment. 

Similarly,  68  children  who  had  been  in  hospital  with  pneumonia 
or  infectious  diseases  in  which  complications  had  arisen  wefe  referred  to 
the  school  clinics  with  a-view  to  any  necessary  after-care.  36  of  these 
children  (13  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  22  of  diphtheria  and  1 of  pneumonia) 
were  examined  and  treated  or  advised. 


(e)  Co-operation  with  Voluntary  Bodies  and  Other  Outside 
Agencies. 

See  Report  for  1939,  page  18. 

It  might  be  mentioned  here,  although  not  properly  belonging  to  the 
session  under  review,  that  since  September,  1942;  one  of  the  Lifebuoy 
Emergency  Bath  Units,  provided  by  Messrs.  Lever  Bros.,  for  immediate 
service  in  “ blitzed  ” areas,  has  been  operating  in  Glasgow.  The  Bath 
Unit  operates  in  the  school  playground  of  a different  school  on  each 
of  the  five  school  days  of  the  week,  and  provides  a weekly  spray  bath 
to  each  child  in  the  school  whose  parents  have  given  consent.  The 
Unit  provides  transportable  cubicles  served  with  hot  water  sprays 
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from  a boiler  in  the  special  motor  vehicle.  The  Education  Health 
Service,  whenever  possible,  provides  a nurse  who  keeps  watch  upon 
the  children  for  evidences  of  skin  diseases,  and  the  teachers  at  the  schools 
co-operate  in  marshalling  the  children  for  their  baths.  The  work  is 
naturally  liable  to  be  disturbed  by  school  arrangements  at  times,  and 
the  service  is  more  popular  in  summer  than  in  winter.  The  Head 
Teacher  decides  the  question  of  giving  baths  during  inclement  weather. 
Baths  are  provided  for  about  11  adults  and  825  children  per  week, 
although  as  many  as  20  adults  and  1,428  children  have  received  baths 
in  one  week.  The  value  of  the  service  to  the  school  children,  especially 
those  residing  in  the  more  congested  areas,  is  undoubted  and  the 
teachers  are  unanimous  in  their  approval.  , 


(/)  Co-operation  with  Teachers  and  Parents,  with  special 

REFERENCE  TO  THE  ATTENDANCE  OF  PARENTS  AT  INSPECTION. 

See  Report  for  1939,  page  18. 


•The  work  of  the  service  would  be  difficult  without  the  willing 
co-operation  of  the  teaching  staff  which  is  always  forthcoming,  in  spite 
of  their  many  additional  duties  in  these  difficult  times.  Their  help  in 
the  diphtheria  immunisation  campaign  and  in  connection  with  the 
present  high  incidence  of  scabies  was,  and  is,  invaluable.  The  success 
of  the  experimental  cleanliness  and  hygiene  scheme  at  11  schools  is 
referred  to  on  page  63. 


Parents  were  less  frequently  present  at  the  systematic  medical 
inspection  of  their  children  than  in  1941  or  1939,  but  the  attendance 
of  the  parent  with  91-5  per  cent,  of  the  infants  examined  (as  compared 
with  96-3  per  cent,  in  1939),  and  a total  percentage  of  64-5  (71-7  in  1939) 
may  be  regarded  as  satisfactory  in  the  prevailing  circumstances. 
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5.— THE  FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

A.  General  Review. 

(The  numbers  of  inspections  and  the  numbers  and  percentages  of 
defects,  etc.,  upon  which  this  review  is  based  will  be  found  in  Table  I 
on  pages  35  to  37,  Appendix  la  on  page  38,  and  Tables  II  and  III  with 
their  respective  Appendices  on  pages  40  to  55.) 

(A.)  Systematic  Routine  Inspection,  (a)  and  (6). 

(Table  I and  Appendix  lb.  Number  of  children  examined — -pages  35 

and  39.) 

The  total  number  of  children  presented  for  systematic  inspection  in 
ordinary  schools  was  50,760  as  compared  with  40,073  in  the  preceding 
year — an  increase  of  26-7  per  cent. 

In  consequence  of  the  virtual  suspension  of  inspection  in  1940,  an 
unusually  large  number  of  Entrants  required  a first  medical  inspection 
in  1941,  and  as  a result  fewer  children  in  the  second  and  third  age-groups 
were  examined  in  that  year.  During  the  session  ending  in  July,  1942, 
therefore,  there  was  a reduction  of  2T9  per  cent,  in  the  number  of 
infants  examined,  from  27,713  in  1941  to  21,650  in  1942,  an  increase  in 
second  age-group  examinations  (children  of  about  9 years  of  age)  of 
from  910  in  1941  to  13,673  in  1942,  and  an  increase  in  the  third  age-group 
examinations  (children  of  about  13  years  of  age)  from  10,020  in  1941 
to  12,997  in  1942  (29-7  per  cent.). 

These  considerable  changes  in  the  proportions  of  children  of  various 
ages  included  in  the  total  number  of  children  examined  markedly 
influenced  the  total  percentages  of  defects,  etc.,  shown  throughout  the 
Routine  Inspection  statistics.  For  this  reason,  the  succeeding  review 
of  the  findings  of  systematic  medical  inspection  is  based  mainly  upon 
the  results  of  the  inspection  of  the  entrants  and  the  third  age-group 
separately  considered,  rather  than  upon  the  total  percentages. 

There  have  been  many  changes  in  the  medical  staff,  and 
there  are  indications  that  some  of  the  apparent  variations  in  the 
incidence  of  defects  arise  partly  at  least  from  these  changes.  This 
situation  has  also  been  taken  into  account  in  interpreting  certain  figures. 
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Except  in  connection  with  the  testing  of  vision,  the  number 
examined  is  always  the  same,  viz.,  50,760.  Vision  was  tested  in  28,949 
cases,  161  fewer  than  the  total  number  examined  outwith  the  entrants 
age  group. 

(Pupils  in  schools  and  classes  for  physically  and  mentally  defective 
children  to  the  number  of  739  were  also  examined.  (See  page  36.) 
This  number  compares  with  1,457  in  1939  and  474  in  1941.  The  results 
of  these  inspections  are  not  set  out  or  further  discussed  in  this  report.) 


1. — Clothing  and  2. — Footgear.  (Page  40.)  The  percentages  quoted 
are  similar  to  the  corresponding  figures  for  1941  and  1939  ; the  details 
suggest  that  the  clothing  may  have  been  slightly  less  clean. 

Clothing — Insufficient,  22  children  (0-0  per  cent.)  ; ragged,  30  (0-1  per  cent.)  ; 
dirty,  73  (0-1  per  cent.).  Total,  125  children  (0-2  per  cent.).  Footgear — Unsatis- 
factory, 109  children  (0-2  per  cent.);  none,  1 child  (0-0  per  cent.).  Total,  110 
(0-2  per  cent.). 


3. — JJncleanliness.  (Page  40.)  Most  of  these  percentages  are  less 
satisfactory  that  the  corresponding  figures  for  1939,  but  more  satisfactory 
than  those  for  1941.  An  exception  is  the  percentage  for  " Body- 
verminous,”  which  was  double  that  for  the  previous  year,  so  that  it  may 
be  that,  while  uncleanliness  was  less  prevalent,  there  was  an  increase 
in  the  most  serious  type  of  case,  possibly  due  to  employment  of  both 
parents  in  some  instances. 

Head — Dirty,  55  children  (0-1  per  cent.)  ; nits,  7,844  (15-5  per  cent.)  ; 
verminous,  199  (0-4  per  cent.).  Body — Dirty,  94  children  (0-2  per  cent.) ; verminous, 
227  (0-4  per  cent.).  Total,  8,419  children  (16-6  per  cent.). 


4. — Skin.  (Page  41.)  These  percentages  are  in  the  main  less  satis- 
factory than  formerly.  Scabies  is  undoubtedly  on  the  increase — 
2-5  per  cent,  compares  with  1-3  per  cent,  in  1941  and  0-3  per  cent,  in 
1939.  Ringworm  may  also  be  increasing  but  the  numbers  are  still 
small.  The  increases  in  the  incidence  of  injuries  and  *'  other  ” 
conditions  may  be  a by-product  of  the  careful  search  for  cases  of  scabies. 
" Other”  skin  conditions  of  the  body,  for  instance,  included  over  300 
cases  of  urticaria,  54  of  dermatitis,  53  of  seborrhoea,  26  of  post-scabetic 
rash  and  36  of  septic  spots. 

Head — Ringworm,  8 children  ((F0  per  cent.)  ; impetigo,  346  (0-7  per  cent.)  ; 
injuries,  43  (01  per  cent.)  ; others,  317  (0-6  per  cent.).  Body — Ringworm,  30 
children  (0-1  per  cent.)  ; impetigo,  146  ((F3  per  cent.)  ; scabies,  1,255  (2-5  per 
cent.)  ; injuries,  201  (0-4  per  cent.)  ; others,  1,100  (2-2  per  cent.).  Total,  3,446 
children  (6-8  per  cent.). 
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5.  — Nutrition.  (Page  41.)  The  percentage  of  children  of  slightly 
defective  nutrition  was  a little  higher  than  the  corresponding  • figures 
for  1941  and  1939  while  that  for  bad  nutrition  was  the  same  as  in  1939 
but  lower  than  the  percentage  for  1941.  The  total  percentage  is  the 
same  as  for  1941  and  0-3  per  cent,  above  that  for  1939.  As  the  details 
show  an  improvement  in  the  nutrition  of  the  boys  and  a deterioration 
in  that  of  the  girls,  it  is  probable  that  the  personal  standards  of  the 
various  officers  have  produced  these  contradictory  results.  In  this 
matter,  the  average  measurements  of  the  children  may  be  regarded  as 
a more  reliable  guide.  (See  page  ^8). 

Slightly  defective,  5,494  children  (10'8  per  cent.)  ; bad,  297  (0-6  per  cent.). 
Total,  5,791  children  (11-4  per  cent.). 

6.  — Mouth  and  Teeth  Unhealthy.  (Page  41.)  The  percentage  of 
children  with  mouth  and  teeth  unhealthy  was  slightly  less  satisfactory 
than  in  1939,  but  more  satisfactory  than  in  1941.  In  this  connection, 
it  may  be  pointed  out  that  the  percentage  of  children  with  sound  teeth 
shown  on  page  41  is  the  highest  percentage  ever  shown  in  this  series 
of  reports. 

Mouth  and  teeth  unhealthy,  5,804  children  (11-4  per  cent.). 

7.  — Nasopharynx.  (Page  42.)  While  these  percentages  are  much 
higher  than  in  recent  years,  it  is  felt  that  the  general  statistics  referred 
to  later  outweigh  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  report  here. 

(a)  Nose. — Obstruction  for  observation,  291  children  (0-6  per  cent.)  ; for 
operation,  183  (0-4  per  cent.)  ; catarrh,  216  (0-4  per  cent.)  ; other  conditions,  83 
(0-2  per  cent.),  (b)  Throat. — Tonsils  for  observation,  6,256  children  (12-3  per 
cent.)  ; for  operation,  1,581  (3T  per  cent.)  ; other  conditions,  62  (0T  per  cent.). 
(c)  Glands  for  observation,  596  children  (1-2  per  cent.)  ; for  operation,  8 (0  0 per 
cent.).  Total,  9,276  children  (18-3  per  cent.). 

8.  — Eyes — (a)  External  Diseases.  (Page  42.)  Most  of  these  per- 
centages are  very  slightly  higher  than  the  corresponding  percentages  for 
recent  years. 

Blepharitis,  630  children  (T2  per  cent.)  ; conjunctivitis,  96  (0-2  per  cent.)  ; 
comeal  opacities,  35  (0-1  per  cent.)  ; strabismus,  2,021  (4  0 per  cent.)  ; other 
diseases,  181  (0-4  per  cent.).  Total,  2,963  children  (5-8  per  cent.). 

8. — Eyes — ( b ) Visual  Defects.  ( Snellen  test  types — with  glasses  when 
worn).  (Page  43.)  These  percentages,  while  much  less  satisfactory  than 
the  corresponding  figures  for  1939  represent  in  detail  considerable 
improvement  on  the  position  in  1941.  In  present  circumstances,  it  is 
satisfactory  that  percentages  of  those  recommended  for  refraction  or 
for  re-examination  of  vision  show  marked  increase. 

Fair  acuity,  4,649  children  (16-1  per  cent.)  ; bad  acuity,  916  (3-2  per  cent.). 
Totab  5,565  children  (19-2  per  cent.). 

_ For  refraction,  2,598  (5-1  per  cent.)  ; for  re-test,  652  (1-3  per  cent.).  Total, 
3,250  children  (6-4  per  cent.). 
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9. — Ear  (a)  Diseases  and  ( b ) Defective  Hearing.  (Page  43.)  These 
records  are  on  the  whole  more  satisfactory  than  corresponding  figures 
for  1941  and  1939. 

Single  Otorrhoea,  499  children  (1-0  per  cent.)  ; double  otorrhoea,  119  (0-2  per 
cent.)  ; other  diseases,  87  (0-2  per  cent.)  ; defective  hearing,  137  (0-3  per  cent.). 
Total,  842  children  (T7  per  cent.). 


10.  — Speech.  (Page  44.)  These  percentages  can  be  regarded  as 
satisfactory,  the  total  percentage  being  only  fractionally  higher  than 
the  corresponding  total  percentages  for  1939  and  1941  (IT  per  cent, 
in  each  case). 

Defective  ArticulatiQn,  505  children  (1-0  per  cent.)  ; stammering.  111  (0-2  per 
cent.).  Total,  616  children  (1-2  per  cent.). 

11.  — Mental  and  Nervous  Condition.  (Page  44.)  The  total  percentage 
of  0-5  per  cent.  (271  children)  in  this  section  was  the  same  as  in  1939 
and  1941. 


12. — Circulatory  System.  (Page  44.)  The  percentages  relating  to 
organic  heart  disease  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory.  Taken 
together,  they  are  the  same  as  the  corresponding  percentage  for  1941. 
Functional  conditions  show  considerable  increase  on  the  corresponding 
figures  in  the  two  previous  reports,  but  examination  of  the  details  show 
that  the  category  probably  includes  many  cases  of  anaemia. 

Organic  Heart  Disease — Congenital,  106  children  (0-2  per  cent.)  ; acquired, 
353  (0-7  per  cent.).  Functional  conditions,  815  (1-6  per  cent.).  Total,  1,274 
children,  (2-5  per  cent.). 


13. — Lungs.  (Page  45.)  The  percentages  here  show  little  change  as 
compared  with  those  quoted  in  the  two  previous  reports.  The  main 
variation  is  in  respect  of  the  least  important  of  the  minor  conditions — 
catarrh,  which  at  4-4  per  cent,  compares  with  4-8  per  cent,  in  1941  and 
4-0  per  cent,  in  1939. 

Chronic  Bronchitis,  287  children  (0-6  per  cent.)  ; suspected  tuberculosis,  59 
(0T  per  cent.)  ; catarrh,  2,224  (4-4  per  cent.)  ; other  conditions,  87  (0-2  per  cent.). 
Total,  2,657  children  (5-2  per  cent.). 


14. — Deformities.  (Page  45.)  Only  one  of  the  percentages  quoted 
below  (that  for  “ probable  rickets  ”)  is  higher  than  the  corresponding 
percentages  for  1939  or -1941.  Detailed  examination  of  the  reports  of 
individual  officers  appears  to  indicate  that  personal  standards  have 
occasioned  an  increase  which  is  more  apparent  than  real. 

Congenital,  196  children  (0-4  per  cent.).  Acquired — infantile  paralysis,  46 
(0T  per  cent.);  probable  rickets,  396  (0-8  per  cent.)  ; other  causes,  259  (0-5  per  cent.). 
Total,  897  children  (1-8  per  cent.). 
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15.  Infectious  Diseases.  (Page  45.)  The  total  percentage  is  at  the 
usual  level  but  the  finding  of  0-2  per  cent,  of  such  diseases  among  the 
Entrants  and  the  nine-year-old  boys  is  unusually  high. 

Infectious  diseases,  68  children  (0-1  per  cent.). 

16.  Other  Diseases  and  Defects.  (Page  45.)  The  total  percentage, 
5-2,  compares  with  5-1  per  cent,  in  1941  and  3-1  in  1939. 

The  percentages  relating  to  this  final  category  of  defects  have 
always  been  rather  variable  from  year  to  year.  The  conditions  most 
frequently  recorded  in  1942  were  enuresis  and  anaemia,  but  as  many 
other  conditions  of  a purely  temporary  nature  or  of  a permanent  nature 
but  not  affecting  the  health  or  function  of  the  child  were  noted,  the 
higher  percentage  of  defects  recorded  does  not  appear  to  be  indicative 
of  deterioration  in  the  physical  condition  of  the  children. 

Other  diseases  or  defects,  2,638  children  (5-2  per  cent.). 


General  Information  from  the  Statistics  of  Systematic  Inspection. 

Apart  from  the  details  of  the  incidence  of  particular  defects  which 
are  discussed  above,  there  are  figures  which  give  further  information  as 
to  the  general  physical  condition  of  the  children.  These  are  as  follows  : — ■ 

Children  tiotified  to  parents  as  requiring  attention.  ( Appendix  la,  page  38). 

Additional  details  ( Appendix  I la,  page  46). 

The  table  in  Appendix  la  indicates  that  notifications  were  made 
to  parents  as  to  the  presence  of  the  more  important  diseases  or  defects 
in  their  children  in  20,636  instances — 40-7  per  cent,  of  the  children 
inspected,  as  compared  with  46-1  per  cent,  in  1941.  Information  as  to 
similar  intimations  in  respect  of  defects  of  clothing,  cleanliness  and  trivial 
caries  of  the  temporary  teeth,  without  other  defects,  will  be  found  on 
page  46. 

All  of  these  percentages  represent  considerable  improvement  upon 
the  corresponding  percentages  for  1941,  although  they  indicate  conditions 
less  satisfactory  than  those  obtaining  in  1939. 

Children  noted  for  re-inspection  ( Appendix  I la,  page  46). 

The  number  of  children  noted  for  re-inspection  on  account  of  defects 
of  clothing,  cleanliness  and  caries  of  the  temporary  teeth  was  5,247 
(10-3  per  cent.)  and  on  account  of  other  defects  20,572  (40-5  per  cent.). 
These  figures  also  represent  an  improvement  in  conditions  since  1941, 
but  less  satisfactory  conditions  than  those  obtaining  in  1939. 
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Children  excluded  from  attendance  at  school  ( Appendix  1 1 a,  page  46). 

The  percentage  of  such  cases — 2-1  (1,056  children) — compares  with 
percentages  of  T5  in  1941  and  0-7  in  1939.  The  position,  therefore, 
regarding  the  more  serious  class  of  defects  is  unsatisfactory.  This  may 
be  attributed  largely  to  the  high  incidence  of  scabies. 


Average  measurements  of  the  children  inspected  ( Appendix  lib,  page  48) . 

The  records  of  the  average  measurements  of  the  children  examined 
in  the  course  of  medical  inspection  are  available  in  two  forms  as 
explained  on  page  48.  The  records  in  Table  A on  page  54  can  be 
compared  with  similar  records  for  only  two  previous  years,  while  those 
given  in  Table  B can  be  compared  with  previous  records  from  1920 
onwards.  For  this  reason  and  for  the  reason  that  the  numbers  of 
children  of  6 and  of  9 years  of  age  are  liable  to  considerable  fluctuations 
from  year  to  year,  it  is  usual  to  confine  consideration  to  the  significance 
of  the  records  of  the  average  measurements  of  the  children  of  5 and 
of  9 years  of  age  in  the  B table.  A statement  showing  the  net  differences 
between  the  adjusted  average  measurements  of  the  children  examined 
in  1942  and  in  certain  previous  years  given  on  page  50  shows  that  the 
heights  and  the  weights  of  children  of  5 years  of  age  and  the  weights  of 
the  boys  of  13  years  of  age,  while  lower  than  similar  records  for  1941, 
are  otherwise  the  highest  recorded  from  1920  onwards,  and  that  the 
heights  of  the  boys  and  the  girls  of  13  and  the  weights  of  the  girls  of  that 
age  were,  without  exception,  the  highest  recorded  from  1920  onwards. 
In  the  Report  for  1941  it  was  suggested  that  the  abnormal  circumstances 
associated  with  evacuation  might  be  responsible  for  the  unusually  good 
averages  for  the  5 year  children,  as  well  as  for  the  relatively  poor  weights 
of  the  13  year  girls  in  that  year.  The  new  figures,  therefore,  show  a more 
normal  upward  trend  and  are  completely  satisfactory. 


Classification  of  children  according  to  the  remediability  of  major  defects 
[if  any)  found  in  the  individual  child  on  the  occasion  of  inspection 
(Tabel  III,  page  52). 

While  these  tables  have  in  the  past  shown  a very  slight  movement 
of  the  children  from  the  less  to  the  more  remediable  categories,  the 
tables  for  1941  and  1942  show  the  opposite  effect — an  indication  of 
deterioration  in  the  condition  of  the  children.  The  percentages  of 
children  in  Class  I (free  from  defects)  has  diminished  from  52-2  in  1939 
to  47-0  in  1941  and  44- 1 in  1942,  with  corresponding  increases  in  the 
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percentages  of  children  suffering  from  more  or  less  remediable  defects. 
In  all  probability,  the  less  complete  special  school  system,  the  higher 
incidence  of  scabies  and  the  alterations  in  personal  standards  due  to 
changes  in  the  staff  have  each  a share  in  this  apparent  deterioration. 


(B.)  Other  Examinations,  (page  36  and  Appendix  Ilia,  page  53). 
(i)  In  Schools  : 

Special  cases  in  respect  of  particular  defects  ( Non-routine  Inspections) 

( Page  36  and  Appendix  Ilia,  page  53). 

These  inspections,  to  the  number  of  14,271,  were  almost  double  the 
numbers  for  the  preceding  year,  but  only  300  more  than  in  1939.  There 
is  no  special  health  significance  in  these  variations. 


Re-inspections  by  medical  officers  ( abnormals ),  ( page  36  and  Appendix  1 1 1 a , 
page  53). 

These  inspections  numbered  15,878,  a number  which  is  lower  than 
in  1941  and  1939,  indicating  general  improvement  in  the  condition  of 
the  children. 

Remaining  "other”  examinations,  ( page  36  only). 

The  variations  in  numbers  of  the  remaining  “ Other  ” examinations 
(page  36),  having  no  special  health  significance,  do  not  call  for  remark 
here,  although  the  changes,  which  are  due  to  abnormal  conditions,  are 
otherwise  of  interest. 


(iii)  Emergency  Examinations  (page  37  and  Appendices  on  page  53, 
etc.). 

Special  Emergency  Inspections  by  school  medical  officers,  ( page  53). 

These  were  originally  instituted  in  connection  with  periodic 
inspection  of  registered  evacuees.  They  numbered  31,016,  naturally  a 
considerable  reduction  on  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  53,248. 

The  results  of  these  examinations  so  far  as  the  ordinary  schools  arc 
concerned  are  analysed  on  page  53.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  incidence 
°f  most  of  the  defects  was  higher  than  in  1941,  this  being  due  to  the 
reduction  in  numbers  presented  and  to  the  special  emergency  inspections 
taking  in  part  the  place  of  the  non-routine  inspections. 
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Inspections  by  cleanliness  inspectresses,  ( page  37  and  Appendix  Illb  (a), 
page  54). 

(The  inspection  by  General  Practitioners  was  discontinued  on  the 
appointment  of  four  cleanliness  inspectresses  in  September,  1941.) 
The  inspectresses  examined  102,221  children  as  compared  with  58,208 
and  54,982  emergency  inspections  by  general  practitioners  and  school 
nurses  respectively  in  1941.  The  results  of  these  inspections  in  respect 
of  cleanliness  are  shown  on  page  54  and  are  compared  with  the  results 
of  similar  inspections  by  school  nurses  in  1941 . The  comparison  indicates 
an  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  children  in  all  categories. 

Inspections  by  nurse  inspectresses  of  the  sa)iitary  divisions,  (page  37  and 
Appendix  Illb  (b),  page  54). 

These  numbered  129,467  as  compared  with  109,038  (from  October 
only)  in  1941.  The  results  of  the  first  examinations  were  somewhat 
less  satisfactory  than  in  the  preceding  year,  but  there  was  a certain 
regrouping  of  schools,  and  as  the  comparable  figures  for  1941  apply  to 
only  four  months  of  the  session  it  is  felt  that,  on  the  whole,  the  more 
satisfactory  percentages  obtained  by  the  school  medical  officers  at  routine 
inspection  and  by  the  cleanliness  inspectresses  outweigh  the  less 
satisfactory  percentages  based  on  the  nurse  inspectresses’  returns. 

Inspections  prior  to  evacuation,  ( page  37  and  Appendix  I lie,  page  55). 

There  were  1,747  inspections  of  children  immediately  prior  to 
evacuation  to  camps  and  hostels.  The  percentages  of  children  found 
to  be  fit  were  less  satisfactory  than  in  the  preceding  year,  but  as  re- 
inspection  was  offered  more  freely,  and  inspections  and  re-inspections 
were  not  separately  recorded,  the  figures  are  not  quite  comparable. 
Nevertheless,  there  were  during  the  year  some  groups  of  children 
presented  by  parents  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition,  even  after  due 
warning  that  evacuation  of  children  with  dirty  heads  would  not  be 
tolerated. 


Conclusions. 

There  is  in  the  records  solid  evidence  of  the  maintenance  of 
fundamentally  good  health  among  the  children,  of  some  movement 
towards  more  satisfactory  conditions  than  of  late  in  respect  of  cleanliness 
of  person  and  clothing,  and  of  more  satisfactory  dentition  and  (practical 
classroom)  vision  among  the  great  mass  of  the  children,  together  with 
some  indications  of  slight  increase  in  rather  serious  forms  of  cleanliness 
defect  and  greater  prevalence  of  infectious  skin  conditions. 
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6. — Medical  treatment. 

The  statistics  of  medical  treatment  are  summarised  on  page  60. 
Only  in  respect  of  cases  of  scabies,  ringworm,  impetigo  contagiosa,  and 
dermatitis  seborrhoeica  do  the  figures  for  1942  show  increases  over  those 
for  1941  which  are  significant  from  a lealth  point  of  view.  Other 
figures  are  generally  lower  than  in  1941,  unless  where  increased  staff  and 
accommodation  permitted  of  increases  in  the  work. 

(A)  Minor  Ailments. 


(1)  Cuts,  Braises,  Sprains,  Minor  Injuries,  etc. 


Details  of  new  cases — 

1942 

1941 

1939 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

Cuts,  bruises,  sprains,  etc. 

...  571 

242 

813 

1,112 

3,133 

Burns  and  scalds 

81 

63 

144 

135 

336 

Totals  ... 

...  652 

305 

957 

1,247 

3,469 

The  attendances  are  included  with  those  for  skin  conditions  (page  22). 


(2)  Diseases  of  the  Ear. 


Details  of  new  cases — 

1942 

1941 

1939 

Chronic  suppurative  inflamma- 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

tion  (otorrhoea) — Single 

306 

203 

509 

47l\ 

739 

Double  ... 

49 

29 

78 

118/ 

Results  of  above  disease 

7 

6 

13 

51 

174 

Retracted  membrane 

16 

10 

26 

48 

136 

Chronic  aural  catarrh 

1 

— 

1 

17 

1 

Ceruminous  collection  (wax) 

36 

28 

64 

124 

219 

Nasal  catarrh 

53 

44 

97 

58 

131 

Laryngitis 

3 

1 

4 

6 

28 

Other  diseases  

36 

33 

69 

63 

140 

Cases  brought  forward  from  pre- 

507 

354 

861 

962 

1,568 

vious  session 

377 

325 

702 

988 

1,353 

Totals 

884 

679 

1,563 

1,950 

2,921 

In  addition,  the  following  children  were  examined  for  ear  conditions, 
with  the  results  shown  : — 


and/or  adenoids 

Other  operations  recommended 
Referred  to  Hospitals  ...  • ... 
No  apparent  disease  ... 

Totals  ... 


Boys 

1942 

Girls 

Totals 

1941 

Totals 

1939 

Totals 

iils 

...  224 

173 

397 

331 

509 

6 

5 

11 

14 

61 

2 

__ 

2 

8 

9 

...  282 

221 

503 

342 

617 

...  514 

399 

913 

695 

1,196 

...  20,751 

15,841 

36,592 

36,831 

75,623 
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(3)  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  excluding  Defective  Vision. 


Details  of  new  cases — 

Boys 

1942 

Girls 

Totals 

1941 

Totals 

1939 

Totals 

Blepharitis  

263 

287 

550 

673 

907 

Hordeolum  (stye) 

56 

53 

109 

136 

364 

Conjunctivitis,  catarrhal 

235 

184 

419 

419 

1,085 

Conjunctivitis,  muco-purulent  ... 

3 

14 

17 

47 

202 

Ophthalmia,  strumous  (includes 
phlyctenular  conjunctivitis 

and  keratitis) 

* 

— 

— 

1 

56 

Keratitis  (interstitial) 

2 

1 

3 

3 

19 

Corneal  ulcers 

21 

21 

42 

34 

51 

Corneal  opacities  ...  ...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Dacryocystitis 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Epiphora  ... 

1 

1 

2 

• — 

3 

Injuries 

6 

1 

7 

12 

44 

Other  diseases 

3 

10 

13 

10 

46 

No  apparent  disease 

55 

45 

100 

148 

201 

646 

617 

1,263 

1,485 

2,980 

Cases  brought  forward  from 

previous  session 

146 

93 

239 

432 

404 

Totals  ...  ... 

792 

710 

1,502 

1,917 

3,384 

Clinic  attendances  of  above 
cases  ... 

9,687 

9,072 

18,759 

18,487 

36,465 

(4«)  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  not  including  Ringworm  or  Favus. 


Details  of  new  cases — 

1942 

1941 

1939 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

Scabies 

6,464 

6,894 

13,358 

5,039 

1,995 

Pediculosis  capitis  and  impetigo 

v 

contagiosa 

10 

18 

28 

60 

102 

Pediculosis  capitis 

2 

4 

6 

27 

13 

Impetigo  contagiosa 

1,902 

1,418 

3,320 

2.64S 

5,576 

Ecthyma  ... 

115 

82 

197 

130 

266 

Dermatitis  seborrhoeica  ... 

241 

193 

434 

299 

648 

Eczema 

77 

76 

153 

174 

243 

Alopecia  areata  ... 

19 

23 

42 

74 

82 

Psoriasis  ... 

13 

20 

33 

57 

103 

Herpes  zoster  (shingles)  ... 

44 

43 

S7 

83 

202 

Lupus 

1 

1 

2 

1 

3 

Ulcers  and  abscesses 

792 

520 

1,312 

1,249 

2,816 

Urticaria  ... 

57 

56 

113 

129 

118 

Warts 

62 

62 

124 

128 

305 

Other  skin  diseases 

122 

102 

224 

189 

163 

No  apparent  disease  

233 

210 

443 

356 

497 

10,154 

9,722 

19,876 

10,643 

13,132 

Cases  brought  forward  from 

previous  session 

740 

642 

1 ,382 

1,209 

1,042 

Totals  ... 

\ 

10,894 

10,364 

21,258 

1 1 ,852 

14,174 

Clinic  attendances  of  cases  of 

skin  disease,  including  ring- 

worm  and  favus 

74,446 

69,338  143,784 

98,911 

136,008 

The  scabies  figures  are  again  exceptional  ; all  the  others  were 
frequently  exceeded  in  previous  years. 
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(46)  Ringworm  and  Favus. 

X-Ray  Treatment — 


Disease 

Number  of  New  Cases 

Number  of  RADiATiot> 
(Old  and  New  Cases) 

IS 

1942 

1941 

1939 

1942 

1941 

1939 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

Ringw'm 
•(head) 
Warts, 
etc.  ... 

Totals 

32 

8 

7 

5 

39 

13 

28 

12 

42 

8 

153 

19 

34 

25 

187 

44 

115 

38 

169 

21 

40 

12 

52 

40 

50 

172 

59 

231 

153 

190 

Clinic  att< 
ation)  . 

mdances  of  above  cases  (for 

radi- 

46 

22 

68 

56 

62 

* These  are  also  included  under  “ Drug  Treatment." 

Drug  Treatment — 

1942 

1941 

1939 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

Ringworm  (head) 

65 

14 

79 

34 

69 

Ringworm  (body) 

155 

96 

251 

177 

260 

Totals 

220 

110 

330 

211 

329 

(4c)  Bath  Treatment 

of  Scabies. 

1942 

1941 

1939 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

Cases  receiving  baths  . 

4,599 

4,724 

9,323 

3,239 

668 

Baths  given* 

58,954 

61,103  120,057 

44,112 

8,611 

* These  are  included  as  attendances  at  4 (a). 


These  are  again  by  far  the  highest  figures  ever  quoted  in  this  series 
of  reports.  By  the  end  of  the  year  11  centres  were  in  operation  as 
compared  with  5 in  the  previous  year. 

(4d)  Reception  House  Treatment  of  Scabies. 

t 

See  Report  for  1939,  page  31. 

During  the  session  6 families  were  referred  from  the  school  clinics 
for  consideration  as  to  admission  for  in-patient  treatment  and  all  were 
admitted  except  one  in  which  parental  consent  could  not  be  obtained. 
During  the  year  71  persons  were  dismissed  from  the  Reception  House, 
the  average  duration  of  residence  of  those  persons  being  39  days. 

The  Reception  House  dealt  with  considerable  numbers  ol  cases  on 
an  out-patient  basis.  There  were  no  admissions  during  July,  1942,  the 
house  being  occupied  by  smallpox  contacts. 
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(5)  Other  Diseases. 


[a)  Cases  dealt  with  at  the  regular  clinics  for  “ Other  Diseases  ” — 


1942 

1941 

1939 

Boys 

Girls 

T otals 

Totals 

Totals 

Bronchitis  and  bronchial  catarrh 

424 

330 

754 

870 

2,198 

Anaemia  and/or  debility 

449 

509 

958 

1.003 

2,110 

Rickets  ... 

20 

1 1 

31 

58 

27 

Tubercular  conditions — 

Pulmonary 

9 

3 

12 

12 

12 

Non-pulmonary  ... 

16 

11 

27 

70 

54 

Paralysis  ...  

14 

2 

16 

36 

11 

Heart  disease  ... 

42 

50 

92 

148 

168 

Chorea  ... 

1 1 

18 

29 

56 

111 

Enlarged  tonsils  and/or  adenoids 

92 

103 

195 

207 

690 

Adenitis 

.*  31 

31 

62 

78 

. 269 

Rheumatism 

45 

85 

130 

115 

290 

Enuresis 

...  279 

354 

633 

728 

400 

Malnutrition 

6 

10 

16 

33 

39 

Epilepsy  

3 

9 

12 

46 

58 

Digestive  disorders 

62 

55 

117 

84 

573 

Infectious  diseases 

89 

79 

168 

95 

234 

Mental  deficiency 

8 

4 

12 

25 

24 

Others  ... 

...  298 

305 

603 

470 

560 

No  apparent  disease  ... 

...  296 

231 

527 

355 

513 

Totals  ... 

...  2,194 

2,200 

4,394 

4,489 

8,341 

Clinic  attendances  of  above  cases 

Additional  attendances  for  the  supply 
of  cod  liver  oil  emulsion  and  other 

5,888 

6,030 

11.91S 

1 1 ,853 

19,302 

medicines 

7,381 

7,337 

14,718 

16,365 

21,672 

( b ) Cases  of  “ Other  Diseases  ” seen  at  school  inspections, 
mended  for  immediate  supply  of  medicine — 

etc.,  and 

recom- 

Found  to  be  " necessitous  ” and 
attend  clinic  for  supplies 

instructed  to 

1942 

1,246 

1941 

1,165 

1939 

2,306 

Pound  to  be  " non-necessitous  ” 
warned  to  provide  medicines 

and  parents 

80 

125 

89 

Totals 

• • • • • • • 

1,326 

1,290 

2,395 
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(c)  The  cases  on  treatment  at  clinics  for  diseases  of  skin,  eye,  or  ear  who  were 
given  medicines  for  “ Other  Diseases  ” at  these  clinics  numbered 
474 — 240  boys  and  234  girls — as  compared  with  1,128  in  the 
preceding  year,  and  2,266  in  1939. 

The  total  of  all  “ Other  Diseases  ” at  6,194  ( [a),  ( b ) and  (c)  above) 
compares  with  6,907  cases  in  the  previous  year  and  13,002  in  1939. 


(d)  Artificial  Light  Treatment. 


Details  of  new  cases  treated — 

1942 

1941 

1939 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

Rickets 

23 

9 

32 

23 

22 

Anaemia  and/or  debility 

99 

96 

195 

133 

372 

Nervous  diseases  ... 

1 

2 

3 

12 

42 

Enlarged  glands  ... 

22 

19 

41 

22 

. 55 

Chronic  bronchitis 

134 

68 

202 

150 

295 

Rheumatism 

8 

14 

22 

14 

46 

Skin  conditions 

8 

8 

16 

7 

67 

Eye  conditions 

9 

6 

15 

12 

34 

Other  diseases  

25 

24 

49 

40 

129 

Totals  ... 

329 

246 

575 

413 

1,062 

Clinic  attendances  of  above  cases 

5,763 

5,160 

10,923 

6,912 

25,610 

One  school  child  was  treated  at  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  in  Summer- 
town  Road,  Go  van. 


(B)  Defective  Vision. 


[a)  Cases  dealt  with  at  Refraction  Clinics — 


1942 

1941 

1939 

Boys  Girls  Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

Subjected  to  refraction — 

Spectacles  prescribed 

2,768  2,727 

5,495 

5,112 

7,467 

Spectacles  not  prescribed— 

For  further  treatment 

• • • • • • 

1,982 

1,923 

2,915 

No  treatment  required 

• • • • • • 

1,148 

1,144 

2,388 

8,625 

8,179- 

12,770 

Not  subjected  to  refraction— 

For  further  treatment 

411 

335 

433 

No  treatment  required  ... 

...  ,,, 

320 

338 

508 

Spectacles  checked 

92 

91 

299 

Postponed 

1,100 

798 

1,130 

1,923- 

1,562- 

2,370 

Totals 



10,548 

9,741 

15,140 

Number  of  clinics  held 

1,213 

1,265 

1,567 

Average  number  of  children 

per  clinic  ... 

• . . 

8-7 

7-7 

9-5 

Average  number  subjected  to  refraction  at  each 

clinic 

71 

6-5 

81 
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(b)  Provision  of  Spectacles  by  the  Corporation  at  Contract  Rates — 


1942 

Full  cost  charged  to  the 

parents ...  2,766  (65-0%) 

Half  cost  charged  to  the 
parents  (“  Partly  Neces- 
sitous ” cases  ...  ...  871  (20-5%) 

Spectacles  provided  free  of 
cost  (“  Necessitous  ” 
cases)  ...  ...  ...  619  (14-5%) 


1941 

2,419  (56-6%) 
880  (20-6%) 
973  (22-8%) 


1939 

2,314  (40-3%) 
598  (10-4%) 
2,830  (49-3%) 


Totals  ...  4,256 


Spectacles  repaired  ...  ...  1,222 


4,272  5,742 

971  2,175 


These  figures  include  53  pairs  of  spectacles  and  1 1 repairs  for  children 
in  receiving  areas. 


The  percentage  of  children  supplied  with  spectacles  free  of  cost  to  the 
parents  is  again  the  lowest  recorded  in  these  reports  from  1930  onward. 


(C)  Operations  for  the  Removal  of  Adenoids  and  Enlarged 
Tonsils,  Etc.,  at  the  Western  District  Hospital. 


Nature  of  Operation — 

Boys 

1942 

Girls 

Totals 

1941 

Totals 

1939 

Totals 

Tonsils  removed  ... 

3 

— 

3 

1 

5 

Adenoids  removed 

14 

15 

29 

26 

14 

Tonsils  and  adenoids  removed  ... 

651 

646 

1,297 

1,132 

1,826 

Others  (ear,  2 ; nose,  2) ... 

3 

1 

4 

2 

21 

Totals  

671 

662 

1,333 

1,161 

1,866 

Number  of  periods  in  which  operations 
through  

were  carried 

133 

118 

199 

Average  number  of  cases  dealt  with  per  period 

10 

9-8 

9-4 

Clinic  (including  hospital)  attendances  of  above 

cases 

4,125 

3,725 

6,115 

In  the  course  of  the  Session  65  children  were  detained  in  hospital 
beyond  the  normal  period — 53  for  periods  of  1 to  5 days,  11  for  7 to  10 
days,  1 for  28  days  (pneumonia).  Some  of  the  children  were  detained  on 
account  of  special  pre-operation  conditions — history  of  excessive  bleeding, 
etc.  (11) — and  others  on  account  of  special  post-operation  conditions 
such  as  high  temperature  (21),  haemorrhage  (5),  and  others  (17).  Seven 
evacuees  were  detained  for  after-care  reasons. 


27 


1,317  children  were  visited  in  their  homes  after  operation,  1,170 
being  found  satisfactory  at  the  first  visit.  In  6 cases  private  medical 
attendance  was  advised.  Seven  cases  were  found  to  be  satsifactory  at 
subsequent  visits.  In  134  cases  admission  to  the  house  could  not  be 
obtained,  the  children  were  out,  or  for  other  reasons  could  not  be  examined. 

In  addition  to  operations  for  the  removal  of  tonsils  and  adenoids, 
children  attending  the  school  clinics  for  ear  diseases  are,  when  necessary, 
referred  to  the  general  hospitals  of  the  Corporation  with  a view  to  oper- 
ative treatment.  76  children  (47  boys  and  29  girls)  were  so  referred  on 
the  recommendation  of  School  Medical  Officers  ; 43  of  these  were  operated 
on  for  mastoid  disease,  9 had  tonsils  and/or  adenoids  removed,  6 for 
antral  disease,  and  4 children  had  operations  or  treatment  for  other 
aural,  nasal,  or  throat  conditions,  other  minor  operations  being  per- 
formed for  these  children  at  the  same  time.  Fourteen  children  received 
conservative  treatment  only.  One  girl  died  following  operation  for 
mastoid  disease,  death  being  due  to  tempero-sphenoidal  abscess. 


(D)  Ortoopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

(a)  Deformities  treated  in  Mearnskirk  Hospital. 

Owirrg  to  war  conditions,  the  majority  of  patients  with  deformity 
admitted  to  Mearnskirk  Hospital  were  referred  from  the  luberculosis 
Dispensaries  or  from  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals.  Some  of  these 
patients  were  ultimately  sent  to  Ashley  Street  Orthopaedic  Clinic  for 
their  after-care. 

Patients  attending  the  clinic  and  requiring  special  advice  or  out- 
patient treatment  were  sent  to  the  hospital,  where  one  afternoon  weekly 
was  given  over  to  them.  In  this  way  353  children  visited  the  hospital  for 
examination  and  treatment.  Seventy-one  X-ray  examinations  were  made, 
49  plasters  were  applied,  and  40  new  splints  were  made.  These  latter 
included  9 walking  calipers,  1 leg-irons,  7 spinal  braces,  7 ceitalmid 
splints,  9 other  miscellaneous  splints,  and  1 peg  leg.  In  addition  to  this 
there  were  39  alterations  to  boots,  38  heel  tubes  were  fitted,  6 pairs  of 
crutches  were  supplied,  and  76  repairs  to  splints  and  boots  were  carried 
out.  Surgical  dressings  were  required  in  41  cases. 
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(b)  Deformities  treated  by  Exercise,  Massage,  Electrical  Treatment,  etc.,  at 
Ashley  Street,  Gorbals,  and  Provan  Orthopaedic  Clinics,  and  at 
two  Special  Schools. 

1942  1941  1939 


Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

Number  of  children  examined  ..t 

Number  of  attendances  of  “ old  ” 

324 

280 

604 

424 

2,332 

cases  reporting  for  observation  ... 

156 

145 

301 

296 

677 

The  staff  of  seven  medical  gymnasts  carried  out  treatment  for  the 

following  cases  : — 

Details  of  new  cases  put  on  treatment 
at  Clinics — 

Boys 

1942 

Girls 

Totals 

1941 

Totals 

1939 

Totals 

Curvature  of  spine  (kyphosis, 
lordosis,  scoliosis) 

32 

66 

98 

89 

250 

Paralysis,  infantile  and  other  ... 

30 

14 

44 

48 

79 

Flat-foot  ... 

41 

32 

73 

50 

138 

Wry-neck  (torticollis) 

11 

6 

17 

1 

8 

Fracture  (result  of),  sprains  and 
dislocations 



. 

6 

6 

Deformities  of  chest 

5 

3 

8 

5 

11 

Talipes 

14 

6 

20 

20 

45 

Contractures 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

Chronic  constipation 

— 

3 

3 

— 

4 

Others 

15 

15 

30 

20 

31 

• 

149 

147 

296 

240 

576 

Cases  brought  forward  from  pre- 

vious  session 

59 

73 

132 

187 

192 

Totals  

208 

220 

428 

427 

768 

Discharged  from  Orthopaedic  Clinics — 


Fit 

49 

79 

f28 

101 

337 

For  hospital  treatment  ... 

6 

5 

11 

6 

9 

To  Convalescent  Homes ... 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

Transferred  to  other  clinics  or 
treated  by  appliances  ... 

10 

7 

17 

11 

46 

For  other  reasons  (leaving  school, 
etc.)  

60 

44 

104 

175 

59 

Totals  ... 

126 

136 

262 

295 

455 

Number  still  on  treatment 

82 

84 

166 

132 

313 

Number  of  attendances  made  by 
treatment 

children 

for 

12,790 

13,328 

25,995 
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(c)  Deformities  treated  by  Exercises  and  Massage  at  Special  Schools  and 

Evacuation  Centres. 

In  addition  to  the  work  detailed  in  the  above  table,  medical  gymnasts 
gave  367  class  lessons  and  1 ,401  individual  treatments  in  special  schools 
and  evacuation  centres. 

(d)  Deformities  treated  by  Appliances. 

Surgical  appliances  prescribed  at  Ashley  Street  Clinic  or  at  the 
Voluntary  Hospitals  were  provided  through  the  splint  departments  of 
these  hospitals  or  through  private  contractors  on  conditions  somewhat 
similar  to  those  applicable  to  the  supply  of  spectacles,  as  follows  : — 


1942 

V oluntary 

Ashley 

1941 

1939 

Hospitals 

Clinic 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

Special  boots  or  overshoes 

steel  or  other  supports  with 

7 

3 

— 

1 

11 

8 

16 

Special  boots  or  overshoes 

1 

1 

7 

5 

14 

22 

20 

Steel  or  other  supports 

6 

2 

10 

i 

19 

13 

9 

Other  appliances 

3 

— 

2 

i 

6 

12 

24 

Totals  

17 

6 

19 

8 

50 

55 

69 

Repairs  

8 

5 

28 

32 

73 

87 

146 

In  addition,  artificial  eyes  were  supplied  to  20  children — 12  boys  and 
8 girls. 

1.— DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  (Table  V,  page  56). 

On  pages  56  to  59  will  be  found  statistics  of  (a)  the  issue  of  card 
offering  dental  treatment  to  all  pupils  of  selected  schools  without 
previous  inspection  ; ( b ) the  results  of  systematic  dental  inspection  in  a 
further  group  of  schools  ; and  (c)  the  dental  treatment  provided  at  the 
clinics.  Early  in  the  Session  a new  scale  of  necessity,  £1  higher  than  the 
previous  scale,  together  with  the  offer  of  all  necessary  dental  treatment 
at  a cost  to  the  parents  of  Is.  per  child,  was  instituted. 
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8.—  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS  AND  CLASSES  AND  HOLIDAY  SCHOOLS. 


Arrangements  for  the  Instruction  of  Exceptional  Children. 


Attendance  at  classes  for  mentally  defective  children  became 
compulsory  in  January,  1942,  and  at  classes  for  physically  defective 
children  on  25th  May,  1942.  At  this  latter  date,  a certain  amount  of 
provision  was  made  for  conveyance  of  the  children.  The  following 
table  shows  the  number  of  pupils  at  the  various  schools  and  classes  in 
the  City,  near  the  City,  or  in  evacuation  centres. 


Type-  of  Child 

Day  Centres 
in  or  naar 
City 

Day  and 
Residental 
Centres  near 
City 

Resid 

Cen 

outwst 

sntial 
tres 
l City 

No.  of 
Centres 

No.  of 
Pupils 

No.  of 
Centres 

No.  of 
Pupils 

No.  of 
Centres 

No.  of 
Pupils 

Physically  Defective — 
General 

11 

980 

6 

373 

Blind 

— 

— 

1 

7 

1 

11 

Myopic 

3 

94 

1 

14 

— 

— 

Deaf  ... 

2 

11 

1 

30 

1 

82 

Semi-Deaf 

1 

40 

1 

19 

1 

27 

Mentally  Defective 

J8 

1,665 

— 

— 

4 

123 

Totals 

(27)  , 

2,790 

(1) 

70 

(12) 

616 

The  above  numbers — a total  of  3,476 — compared  with  approxi- 
mately 6,000  pupils  of  similar  categories  receiving  instruction  in  1939. 


The  holiday  schools  at  Hillfoot  (Bearsden)  and  Seafield  (Ardrossan) 
were  not  in  use  for  that  purpose,  although  in  June,  1942,  16  girls  suitable 
for  such  centres  were  admitted  to  Hillfoot  School,  as  the  physically 
defective  evacuees  housed  there  did  not  require  all  the  available  accommo- 
dation. 

There  were  no  special  classes  provided  in  the  schools  for  dull  or 
backward  children  or  for  children  suffering  from  speech  defects  (but 
see  below). 

During  the  session,  the  Child  Guidance  Clinics  dealt  with  1,132 
children,  52  of  whom  spent  some  time  in  residence  at  a special  evacuation 
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centre.  The  cases  dealt  with  included  142  cases  of  children  suffering 
from  speech  defects  only.  The  corresponding  figures  for  the  preceding 
session  were — total  number  of  children  dealt  with  696,  in  residence  at  the 
special  evacuation  centre  61.  Children  suffering  from  speech  defects 
alone  were  not  dealt  with  to  any  extent  during  the  preceding  year. 


Physically  Defective  Children. 


Biggart  Memorial  Home  Special  School,  Prestwick. — For  60  Protestant 
children. 


1942 

1941 

1939 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

Admitted 

86 

70 

156 

115 

214 

Discharged — 

60 

138 

120 

210 

Cured  or  much  improved 

78 

No  change 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

To  hospital 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Died 

— 

““ 

Totals 

78 

61 

139 

121 

214 

Roll  at  end  of  session  

31 

27 

58 

41 

60 

Average  number  of  weeks  in  resi- 

19 

GO 

12* 

dence 

22 

16 

Six  cases  of  chickenpox  and  one  of  whooping  cough  were  treated  in 
isolation  at  the  home. 


Mentally  Defective  Children. 


The  number  of  children  specially  examined  by  the  School  Medical 
Officers  regarding  mental  defects  during  the  year  was : 


1942 

1941 

1939 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

First  examinations 

388 

260 

648 

291 

587 

Re-examinations  ... 

271 

223 

494 

443 

1,528 

Totals 

659 

483 

1,142 

734 

2,115 
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After-Care  and  Home  Visitation  of  Mentally  Defective  Children. 


Summary  of  work  done  by  women  officers  : — 


1942 

1941 

!, 

1939 

Boys 

Girls 

Totals 

Totals 

Totals 

Cases  brought  forward  from  pre- 

vious  session 

1,499 

1,036 

2,535 

2,493 

2,236 

Added  to  visiting  list  

241 

114 

355 

403 

282 

Totals 

1,740 

1,150 

2,890 

2,896 

2,518 

Taken  off  visiting  list — 

Home  conditions  satisfactory 

204 

55 

259 

253 

103 

Admitted  to  institutions 

32 

29 

61 

41 

27 

Others  ... 

78 

42 

120 

67 

38 

Totals  .v. 

314 

126 

440 

361 

168 

Remaining  on  visiting  list 

1,426 

1,024 

2,450 

2,535 

2,350 
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9 .—ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  AND 
PERSONAL  HYGIENE. 

The  normal  arrangements  (see  Report  for  1939,  page  48)  were 
carried  through  as  far  as  was  possible  in  exceptional  circumstances  of 
restricted  staff  and  accommodation. 

The  specialist  training  staff,  including  those  in  the  services  and 
on  evacuation,  consisted  of  the  Superintendent  of  Physical  Education, 
a Depute  Superintendent  (woman),  one  Supervisor  (woman)  in  charge 
of  orthopaedic  clinics,  113  men  teachers  (including  1 seconded  teacher) 
and  105  women  teachers  (including  7 medical  gymnasts  engaged  at  the 
orthopaedic  clinics). 

Simple  first  aid  was  again  included  in  the  hygiene  courses  given 
to  post-qualifying  pupils,  and  courses  in  first  aid  and  home  nursing 
(girls)  and  first  aid  and  ambulance  (boys)  were  given  to  pupils  of  the 
fifth  and  sixth  years  of  the  secondary  schools. 

10.— ARRANGEMENTS  FOR  FEEDING  AND  CLOTHING 

OF  CHILDREN. 

(a)  Administration. — -This  work  was  increased  by  a diminishing 
degree  of  evacuation  and  by  the  passing  of  the  Education  (Scotland) 
Act,  1942,  during  the  session,  which  enabled  the  Education  Authority 
to  supply  meals  to  any  school  child,  whether  necessitous  or  not,  and 
to  recover  the  cost  of  the  food  from  parents  able  to  pay.  The  meals 
enumerated  below  were  prepared  at  K inning  Park  Cooking  Depot  or 
at  Dovehill  Cooking  Depot,  which  was  re-opened  on  31st  March,  1941. 
These  centres  also  supplied  32,060  meals  to  the  Remand  Home  and 
10,529  dinners  to  the  pupils  of  Stow  College  (Trades  School).  (Since 
the  close  of  the  session  there  has  been  further  expansion  of  the  work 
and  the  War  Emergency  Cooking  Depots  are  now  (March,  1943) 
supplementing  the  work  of  the  Education  Department’s  centres  in  the 
preparation  and  supply  of  more  than  26,000  dinners  per  day.) 

(b)  Nature  of  Meals. — The  menus  supplied  during  the  year  were 
mainly  as  follows  : — 

Breakfast — (a)  Porridge  and  milk,  with  brown  bread  and  butter  for  the  younger 
children  ; (b)  Porridge  and  milk  followed  by  cocoa,  rolls,  margarine  (or  jam)  for 
the  others. 

Dinner — (a)  Meat,  cheese  or  fish  dish  with  potatoes,  vegetables,  etc.,  followed 
by  a milk  pudding  ; or  (b)  (on  alternate  days)  vegetable  soup  with  bread  followed 
by  a steam  pudding  with  custard. 

Tea — (a)  Milk,  brown  bread  and  butter  (or  jam),  grated  carrot  (or  cheese  or 
wholemeal  biscuit)  for  younger  children  ; or  (b)  tea,  bread,  margarine,  cheese,  jam 
and  buns  for  older  children 

Prunes,  figs  or  fresh  oranges  or  apples  in  addition  when  available. 

C 
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Constant  attention  is  being  given  to  the  matter  of  maintaining 
menus  of  high  nutritive  and  protective  value.  Information  as  to  the 
number  of  children  receiving  daily  milk  ration  is  given  on  page  62. 


(c)  Number  and  Cost  of  Meals. — The  numbers  of  meals  supplied 


A (1).  Paid  for  by  parents  (includes  nursery  school  children). 

A (2).  do.  do.  (war-time  nursery  children  only). 

B.  Supplied  to  necessitous  children. 

C.  Paid  for  by  Welfare  Department. 

(A  (1),  B and  C — ordinary  and  special  school  pupils  included  in  each  case.) 


1942. 

1941. 

Breakfasts. 

Dinners. 

Teas. 

Breakfasts. 

Dinners. 

Teas. 

A (1) 
A (2) 
B 
C 

378,782 

21,307 

92,376 

69,867 

977,872 

23,730 

452,333 

210,375 

383,485 

22,298 

90,711 

68,966 

78,019 

84,398 

95,956 

161,867 

525,229 

230,662 

79,676 

82,079 

91,422 

Totals 

562,332 

1,664,310 

565,460 

258,373 

917,758 

253,177 

Total  No. 
of  Meals 

2,792,102  in  1942. 
* 

1,429,308  in  1941. 

Between  the  end  of  September,  1941,  and  the  middle  of  June,  1942, 
the  daily  number  of  dinners  supplied  increased  from  2,700  to  over  10,000. 
The  charges  made  to  parents  for  meals  were — Dinners,  five  days  per 
week,  1/6  ; Dinners,  six  days  per  week,  1/9  ; three  meals  per  day,  six 
days  per  week,  3/6. 

The  number  of  meals  supplied  in  1939  was  5,094,449,  only  819,514 
of  which  were  paid  for  by  parents.  In  1942  the  number  of  meals  paid 
for  by  parents  increased  to  1,807,474. 


(d)  Boots  and  Clothing. — Boots  or  clothing,  or  both,  were  supplied 
to  18,591  children  as  compared  with  32,842  in  1939. 
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STATISTICAL  AND  OTHER  APPENDICES. 

TABLE  I.— Total  Number  of  Children  Examined  at  : — 

(A)  (a)  Systematic  Examinations,  i.e.,  the  main  groups  recommended  for 
the  session  (see  page  7),  and 

( b ) Other  Systematic  Examinations,  i.e.,  children  missed  at  recom- 
mended age  groups  or  otherwise  outwith  these  groups. 


1942 

1941 

Totals. 

1939 

Totals. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

6)  Entrants 

10,848 

10,802 

21,650 

27,713 

18,469 

Second  Age  Group 

6,957 

6,716 

13,673 

910 

10,549 

Third  Age  Group 

6,497 

6,500 

12,997 

10,020 

13,213 

Fourth  Age  Group 

v 174 

118 

292 

37 

413 

24,476 

24,136 

48,612 

36,680 

42,644 

b)  Others 

1,030 

1,118 

2,148 

1,393 

3,681 

Totals  ... 

25,506 

25,254 

50,760 

40,073 

46,325 

The  age  distribution  of  all  the  children  at  date  of  examination  is 
shown  in  Appendix  lb  on  page  39. 


Details  of  the  defects  and  other  information  regarding  the  boys 
and  girls  in  the  first  three  groups  at  (a)  above,  and  for  the  boys  and 
girls  of  the  fourth  age  group,  combined  with  the  “ Others  ” at  ( b ) above 
will  be  found  in  Table  II,  page  40,  in  Appendix  Ha  on  page  46,  and 
in  Table  III  on  page  52. 


The  average  ages,  heights,  and  weights  of  most  of  the  boys  and 
girls  in  the  first  three  groups  at  (a)  above,  excluding  Entrants  under 
five  years  of  age,  will  be  found  in  Appendix  lib,  Table  A,  on  page  49. 
Similar  information  for  boys  and  girls  of  5,  6,  9 and  13  years  of  age 
"fill  be  found  in  Table  B,  on  the  same  page,  this  information 
being  provided  for  the  purpose  of  convenient  comparison  with  similar 
records  for  1939  and  previous  years. 
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In  addition  to  these  numbers  of  children,  the  following  were 
examined  in  the  course  of  Systematic  Inspection  of  the  pupils  at  Special 
Schools  and  Classes  : — 


(B)  Other  Examinations — 


1942. 

1941. 

1939. 

(i)  In  Schools — 

Special  Cases  (in  respect  of  particular 
defects) 

14,271 

7,564 

13,964 

Re-inspection  by  Medical  Officers 

15,878 

18,536 

26,302 

Leaving  Interviews 

234 

113 

12,900 

Measurements  only  (boys  in  two  High 
Schools) 

398 

272 

679 

Admissions  and  discharges  in  Special 
Schools  and  Classes  ... 

183 

96 

1,112 

Totals 

30,964 

26.5S1 

54,957 

(ii)  Mainly  at  Clinics — 

Applicants  for  preliminary  training  as 
Teachers 

30 

21 

48 

Applicants  for  Licences  under  the  Corpora- 
tion Bye-Laws  for  the  Employment 
of  Children 

450 

498 

383 

Adult  Employees  of  the  Corporation 

56 

47 

97 

♦Certifications — Blind  Persons  Act,  1920 

7 

8 

17 

Candidates  for  Printers'  Apprenticeships 

— 

— 

99 

Children  as  to  fitness  to  proceed  to  Holiday 
Homes  or  Camps 

9,796 

Children  as  to  fitness  for  “ School 
Journeys  ” abroad,  etc. 

134 

Children  as  to  fitness  for  admission  to 
Residential  Schools  and  Institutions 

182 

133 

1 ,34 1 

Special  food  examinations  of  children  (for 
Unemployment  Assistance  Board)  ... 

2,524 

2,288 

5,074 

Juvenile  Court  Cases 

208 

203 

81 

Other  Special  Cases 

144 

205 

341 

Totals 

3,601 

3,403 

17,411 

• lhese  examinations  are  made  at  the  Joint  Clinic  for  the  Blind 
at  20  Cochrane  Street. 
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1942. 

1941. 

1940. 

(iii)  “ Emergency  ’’  Examinations  with  a view 
to  Evacuation — 

Special  emergency  inspection — periodic 
inspection  mainly  of  registered  evacuees 
— at  schools 

By  School  Medical  Officers  ... 

By  General  Practitioners 

31,016 

53,248 

58,208 

J34 1,767 

31,016 

111,456 

•Cleanliness  inspections  by  school  nurses 

102,221 

54,982 

Special  examinations  by  Medical  Officers 
re  Scabies  ...  ...  .... 

1,314 

— 

— 

Inspections  immediately  prior  to  evacua- 
tion— 

At  Schools,  children  in  school  groups 
Individual  children — 

For  two  Government  Camps 
For  Children’s  Overseas  Reception 

Board  ...  

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

381 

1,366 

12,429 

880 

1,503 

No  inspec- 
tion in 
original 
evacuation. 
554 

5,847 

6,768 

1,747 

14,812 

13,169 

Totals  .,.  

136,298 

181,250 

354,936 

In  addition,  Nurse  Inspectresses  of  the  Sanitary  Divisions  made 
129,467  cleanliness  inspections  at  81  schools  (see  page  54). 
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APPENDIX  la. — Notifications  to  Parents. 

The  numbers  and  percentages  of  individual  children  inspected  at 
systematic  examinations  who  were  notified  to  parents  as  requiring 
treatment  for  conditions  other  than  (a)  defects  of  clothing  or  cleanliness 
(including  pediculosis)  and  ( b ) trivial  caries  of  the  temporary  teeth, 
were  as  follows  : — 


1942. 

1941. 

Totals. 

1939. 

Totals. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Entrants 

5,208 

4,888 

10,096 

13,527 

8,129 

(48-0%) 

(45-3%) 

(46-6%) 

(48-8%) 

(44-o%) 

2nd  Age  Group 

2,900 

2,716 

5,616 

433 

4,289 

(4I‘7%) 

(40-4%) 

(4i-i%) 

(47-6%) 

(40-7%) 

3rd  Age  Group 

2,142 

1,972 

4,114 

3,950 

4,156 

(33-o%) 

(30-3%) 

(3i-7%) 

(39-4%) 

(3i-5%) 

4th  Age  Group 

\ 348 

462 

810 

544 

1,243 

Others 

J (28'9%) 

(37-4%) 

(33-2%) 

(38-0%) 

(30-4%) 

Totals  ... 

10,598 

10,038 

20,636 

18,454 

17,817 

(4i ‘6%) 

(39-7%) 

(40-7%) 

(46-1%) 

(JS'5%) 

The  numbers  and  percentages  of  cases  in  which  intimation  was 
made  to  parents  verbally  or  by  card,  together  with  information  as  to 
similar  intimations  in  respect  of  clothing,  cleanliness,  and/or  minor 
dental  defects  will  be  found  in  Appendix  Ila  on  page  46. 
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X This  grouping  applies  only  to  the  (a)  lines  in  the  table.  t Includes  nursery  school  children.  • Includes  1 girl  of  19  years* 


TABLE  II. — Systematic  Examinations  of  Children  in  Ordinary  Schools. 

Numbers  and  percentages  of  children  suffering  from  defects. 

An  individual  child  may  appear  in  several  sections  but  only  once  in  any  section,  i.e.,  only  the  child’s  major  defect  in  any  section  is  recorded — any 
minor  defects  in  the  same  section  are  ignored  in  this  table.  “ Sections  ” are  indicated  by  the  horizontal  lines  across  the  columns,  and  the 
section  totals  give  the  numbers  of  individual  children  having  at  least  one  defect  in  that  section. 
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II — Continued 
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1 1— Continued . 
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APPENDIX  Ha. — Additional  Information  regarding  Results  of  Systematic  Examinations. 

Except  in  respect  of  the  dual  information  regarding  children  who  wore  glasses,  no  child  appears  more  than  once  in  each  section.  *'  Sections  ” 

are  indicated  by  horizontal  lines  across  the  columns. 
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Teeth — Sound 

One  to  four  decayed 
Five  or  more  decayed 

!)•— 

’ With  glasses — 
Good,  6/6  ... 

Fair.  6/9,6/12 

Bad,  6/18,  etc. 

” Without  glasses 
Good,  6/6  ... 

Fair,  6/9,  6/12 

Bad,  6/18.  etc. 

V 

Good,  6/6,  ... 

Fair,  6/9,  6/12 
Bad,  6/18,  etc. 

•Visual  acuity  (Snellei 

fl 

J 

Children  who  wore  J 
glasses  at  ex- A 
amination 

< 

Children  not  wearing 
glasses  at  examin- 
ation 

Number  recorded,  28,949.  t Visual  acuity  of  entrants  not  recorded. 
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APPENDIX  lib.  — Average  Measurements  of  Children  at 

Systematic  Examination. 

The  tables  on  the  succeeding  page  show  the  average  ages,  heights 
and  weights  of  the  children  in  the  main  age-sex  groups  who  were 
examined  in  the  ordinary  schools  during  session  1941-42,  together  with 
corresponding  averages  for  the  preceding  session. 

'I 

Table  A shows  the  averages  in  three  of  the  four  groups  suggested 
for  systematic  inspection  by  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland. 
The  numbers  examined  in  the  fourth  group  were  small — 292  children — 
and  the  averages  have  therefore  been  omitted.  This  is  only  the  third 
year  of  publication  of  the  measurements  grouped  in  this  way. 

Table  B shows  the  average  measurements  of  the  children  of  5,  6, 
9 and  13  years  of  age.  As  this  was  the  grouping  adopted  prior  to 
session  1938-39,  comparisons  with  these  measurements  can  be  made 
over  a longer  period. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  numbers  of  children  examined  in  1942 
in  the  second  age  group  in  Table  A,  and  of  children  of  9 years  of  age  in 
Table  B were  low,  and  that  (Table  B)  there  was  a considerable  reduction 
in  the  numbers  of  children  of  6 years  of  age  in  1942.  Comparisons 
based  on  the  average  measurements  for  these  groups  would,  therefore, 
be  less  reliable  than  those  for  the  “ Entrants  ” and  the  " Third  Age 
Group  ” in  Table  A and  for  the  corresponding  groups  in  Table  B — the 
children  of  5 years  and  the  children  of  13  years. 

If  attention  is  confined  to  the  Entrants  and  the  Third  Age  group 
in  Table  A and  the  children  of  the  5 and  13  year  age  groups  in  Table  B, 
it  will  be  found  that  as  a general  rule  both  the  average  ages  and  the 
average  measurements  show  decreases  as  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  (The  average  ages  were  abnormally  high  in  1941,  due  to  the 
lack  of  inspection  in  1940.) 

The  reductions  in  the  average  ages  of  the  children  at  the  time  of 
inspection  makes  adjustments  necessary,  and  when  these  adjustments 
are  made  (on  the  basis  of  figures  which  were  published  in  the  Report 
for  1935)  it  is  found  that  both  sets  of  figures  are  roughly  in  agreement 
in  respect  of  their  net  differences  from  the  corresponding  measurements 
from  1939  onwards,  and  that  for  purposes  of  long  term  comparisons, 
attention  can,  therefore,  be  confined  to  the  records  in  Table  B. 
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Exclusive  of  Children  in  Special  Schools  and  Classes  and  all  Children  who  had  not  attained  the  age  of  5 years. 

* Asre  in  months  bevonrl  the  vpard  of  per#*  oriv**n 


50 


The  following  table  sets  out  the  net  differences  between  the  latest 
measurements  for  children  of  5 and  of  13  years  of  age  and  the 
measurements  for  1941  and  for  two  pre-war  years. 

" Net  Differences  between  the  Average  Measurements  of  Children  of  5 
and  of  13  years  of  age  Examined  in  1942,  and  corresponding  Averages 
for  Certain  Previous  Years  ( after  Adjustment  for  Age  Differences).” 


Net  amount 
by  which  the 
averages  for 
1 9 4 2 differ 
from  those  for — 

1941 

1939 

1938 

Boys. 

Gif 

LLS. 

5 Years  of  Age. 

13  Years  of  Age. 

5 Years  of  Age. 

13  Years  of  Age. 

Height 

(ins.) 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

Height 

(ins.) 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

Height 

(ins.) 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

Height 

(ins.) 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

- 0 05 
+ 0-43 
+ 0-25 

- 0-20 
+ 0-71 
+ 0-45 

-|-  0-11 
+ 0-64 
+ 0-75 

- 0-35 
+ 1-27 
+ 2-24 

- 0 08 
-f  0-25 
+ 017 

- 014 
+ 0-48 
+ 0-40 

+ 005 
+ 0-31 
+ 0-25 

+ 0-49 
+ 0-63 
+ 119 

The  net  differences  from  the  measurements  for  1938  are  included 
for  the  special  reason  that  in  the  Report  for  that  year  it  was  said  that 
" the  figures  for  the  current  year  are  the  highest  recorded  in  this  series 
of  reports.” 


The  above  table  of  differences,  therefore,  shows  that  the  1942  average 
heights  and  weights  of  the  5 year  children  and  the  average  weight  of  the 
boys  of  13  were  the  highest  recorded  from  1920  onward,  except  last 
year  (1941),  and  that  the  average  heights  of  both  boys  and  girls  of  13 
years  of  age  and  the  average  weight  of  the  girls  of  that  age  were  the 
highest  recorded  since  1920  without  exception . 


In  a table  published  in  the  Report  for  1941  (p.  57)  it  was  shown 
that  the  net  increases  in  the  average  measurements  for  that  year  as 
compared  with  those  for  the  quinquennium  1935-39  were  as  given  at 
(a)  in  the  table  below,  the  unexpectedly  large  increase  in  the  weights 
of  the  5 year  boys  and  girls  and  the  relatively  small  increase  in  the 
weights  of  the  girls  of  13  years  of  age  being  attributed,  inter  alia,  to 
the  effects  of  evacuation.  " 


Comparisons  made  in  the  same  way  between  the  average 
measurements  for  1942  and  those  for  the  same  quinquennium  produce 
the  net  increases  shown  at  ( b ) below. 
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" Net  Differences  between  the  Average  Measurements  of  Children  of  5 and 
of  13  years  of  age  Examined  (a)  in  1941  and  in  the  five  years  1935-39 
and  ( b ) in  1942  and  in  the  same  five  years  {after  adjustment  for  age 
differences).” 


Net  amounts  by 
hich  the  averages 
or  the  years 
amed  exceed 
hose  for  the  five 
ears  1935-39. 

f (a)  1941 

1(b)  1942 

Boys. 

Gir 

LS. 

5 Years  of  Age. 

13  Years  of  Age. 

5 Years 

of  Age. 

13  Year. 

of  Age. 

Height 

(ins.) 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

Height 

(ins.) 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

Height 

(ins.) 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

Height 

(ins.) 

Weight 

(lbs.) 

4-0-47 

4-  1-07 

4-  0-77 

4-  2-96 

4-  0-38 

4-  0-95 

4-  0-52 

4-  1-62 

4-  0-42 

4-  0-87 

4-  0-88 

4-  2-61 

4-  0-31 

4-  0-81 

4-  0-57 

4-  212 

This  table  shows  that  both  the  unusually  large  increases  for  the 
younger  children  and  the  small  increase  in  the  weights  of  the  older  girls 
(relative  to  the  older  boys’  increase)  in  the  1941  figures  are  redressed 
in  the  1942  averages  at  line  (b).  (The  net  differences  between  the  1942 
and  the  1941  averages  appear  in  the  table  on  the  preceding  page.) 

It  is  concluded,  therefore,  that  the  abnormal  conditions  immediately 
before  and  during  1941  contributed  to  the  abnormal  average  measurements 
obtained  in  that  year  and  that  the  1942  figures  are  entirely  satisfactory 
and  are  evidence  of  the  continuing  improvement  in  the  physique  of  the 
Glasgow  children. 


TABLE  III. Systematic  Medical  Examination  of  Children  in  Ordinary  Schools.  Classification  according 

to  Remediability  of  the  Major  Defects  found  in  the  Individual  Child. 
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Totals,  1941 

Percentage  of 
the  children 
examined  at 
systematic 
medical 
examinations 

47.0 

<n  -e 

n r*  © 

? 

29-9 

« to 

h*  ■* 

* 

N 

© 

© 

g 

IN 

&£>— 
* . 

Percentage  of 
the  children 
examined  at 
systematic 
medical 
examinations 

44-1 

/ 

i/>  to  6 

10-8 

31-3 

9-0 

4-6 

a 

© 

1 0-001 

No.  of 
children 

22,371 

2,591 

2,597 

318 

5,506 

15,895 

IN  ▼ 

to 

to  n 

V cT 

© 

a 

re 

X 

© 

■e 

i> 

\r. 

e 

V 

A 

Percentage  of 
the  children 
examined  in 
this  group 

50-5 

11-8 

3-0 

1-3 

161 

• 

23-2 

O to 

6 w 

V 

© 

o 

100-0 

No.  of 
children 

1,232 

289 

73 

31 

393 

565 

ci  © 

re  x 

X 

-r 

N 

4 

n* 

I 

« 

tl> 

a 

Percentage  of 
the  children 
examined  in 
this  group 

51-0 

cy  noi 
6i  4-  6 

14-4 

23-6 

n re 

re  4 

X 

© 

CJ 

100-0 

i-. 

s 

H 

No.  of 
children 

6,634 

1,212 

544 

118 

1,874 

3,061 

800 

604 

1,404 

C4 

1 12.997  1 

Second  age  group 

Percentage  of 
the  children 
examined  in 
this  group 

41-2 

O 

do  to  A 

14-5 

30-8 

Oi  -r 

do  4 

n 

H) 

100-0 

No.  of 
children 

5,638 

1,090 

726 

169 

to 

00 

o> 

4,209 

1,220 

606 

1,826 

tc 

| 13,673 

Entrants 

Percentage  of 
the  children 
examined  in 
this  group 

41-0 

CO 

• to  * 

5-8 

37-2 

fit 

Oil 

15-8 

0-2 

0-001  1 

No.  of 
children 

8,867 

• 

1,254 

• 

1,254 

8,060 

2,375 

1,048 

3,423 

re 

121.650 

Classification 

I.  Children  free  from  defects 

11.  Children  (otherwise  free  from  defects) 
who  suffer  from — 

(a)  Defective  vision  not  worse 
than  6/12  in  the  better  eye 
with  or  without  glasses  ; or 
(»)  Conditions  of  the  mouth  and 
teeth  requiring  treatment  ... 
(e)  Both  («)  and  (/>)  

Totals 

III.  Children  suffering  from  ailments 
(other  than  those  mentioned  in  II) 
from  which  complete  recovery  is 
anticipated  within  a few  weeks  ... 

IV.  Children  suffering  from  (or  suspected 
to  be  suffering  from)  defect  less 
remediable  than  defects  specified  in 
II  or  III,  distinguishing  cases — 

(a)  Where  complete  cure  or  restora- 
tion of  function  (in  the  case 
of  eye  defect,  full  correction) 
is  considered  possible 
(f>)  Where  improvement  only  is 
considered  possible,  e.g.  with- 
out complete  restoration  of 
function  

Totals 

V.  Children  suffering  from  defects  from 
• which  improvement  is  not  considered 

possible  

Total  numbers  of  children  examined 

Vision  of  entrants  is  not  recorded. 
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APPENDIX  Ilia. — Inspection  of  Special  Cases. 

Defects  found,  in  Children  presented  for  Medical  Inspection  as 
“ Non-Routines."— In  order  to  reduce  the  work  of  the  School  Medical 
Officers  at  inspection,  the  analysis  of  non-routines  was  dropped  in  favour 
of  analysis  of  the  Special  Emergency  Inspections,  as  these  two  types 
of  inspection  tended  to  overlap.  Of  the  14,271  children  presented  for 
non-routine  inspection,  13,513  were  pupils  in  ordinary  schools  and  758 
in  special  schools.  Analysis  of  the  results  of  the  Special  Emergency 
Inspections  will  be  found  in  Appendix  Illb  below. 

Re-inspections  by  medical  officers  ( abnormals ) — total  inspections  15,878. 

5,746  (36-2  per  cent.)  of  these  children  were  found  to  be  receiving 
treatment  at  the  school  clinic  or  elsewhere,  5,754  (36-2  per  cent.)  were 
not  requiring  treatment,  and  4,348  (27'4  per  cent.)  had  not  had  thf 
necessary  treatment  provided.  Th^se  would  be  unimportant  cases  ; 
others  would  be  reported  for  “ following  up  ” by  other  methods.  In  30 
cases  no  details  were  received. 


PPENDIX  Illb — Special  Emergency  Inspection  (not  including  252  children 

examined  in  Special  Schools  and  Classes) . 


1942. 

1941. 

V/OllUlllUil. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

PC 

— Nits,  minor  in- 
volvement ... 

2,385  (i6-6%) 

5,917  (36-J%) 

8,302  (27-o%) 

26,942  (24-2%) 

C + 

— Nits  and/or  ver- 
min, more 
marked 

426  ( 3-0%) 

2,500  (i5’J%) 

2,926  ( 9-5%) 

8,306  ( 7-5%) 

SK 

— Imp.  cont.  or 
other  skin  con- 
dition — Not 
Scabies 

530  ( J7%) 

364  ( 2-2%) 

894  ( 2-9%) 

2,082  ( j-9%) 

BVV 

— Enuresis 

165  ( i-i%) 

191  ( 1-2%) 

356  ( r-2%) 

1,407  ( i-3%) 

RE 

— Otorrhoea 

167  ( i-2%) 

108  ( 07%) 

275  ( o-9%) 

840  ( o-8%) 

Car 

— Heart  condition 

73  ( o-5%) 

67  ( o-4%) 

140  ( o-5%) 

440  ( o-4%) 

Ft 

— Epileptic  or  other 
Fits  ... 

17  ( o-i%) 

8 ( o-o%) 

25  ( o-j%) 

48  ( o-o%) 

TM 

— Tubercular  condi- 
ditions 

10  ( o-i%) 

9 ( o-i%) 

19  ( o-i%) 

78  ( o-i%) 

Ort 

— Crippling  condi- 
tions ... 

18  ( o-j%) 

14  ( o-/%) 

32  ( o-r%) 

160  ( o-i%) 

z 

— Other  conditions 

1,385  ( 9-6%) 

1,209  ( 7-4%) 

2,594  ( 8-4 %) 

3,743  ( 3-4%) 

1C 

— Infectious  disease 
contact 

51  ( o-4%) 

55  ( 0-3%) 

106  ( o-3%) 

114  ( o-i%) 

. V 

— Eiiedom  from 
disability 

9,118  (63-4%) 

5.953  (36-3%) 

15,071  (49-o%) 

68,223  (6i-2%) 

0 

r-T 

— Infectious  diseases 
hospital  cases 

9 ( o i %) 

— 

9 ( o-o%) 

17  ( o-o%) 

CL 

— Scabies,  marked 
nits,  etc. 

161  ( i-i%) 

251  ( J-5%) 

412  ( 1-3%) 

778  ( 07%) 

Total  individuals 

14,378 

16,386 

30,764 

111,456 
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APPENDIX  Ilfb.  (Continued). — Condition  of  Children’s  Heads — 

Cleanliness  Inspections. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  and  percentage  of  children 
found  to  have  defects  of  cleanliness  of  the  head  : — 

(a)  Examinations  in  schools  by  Cleanliness  Inspectresses  of  the  Education 
Health  Service. 


Boys. 


No.  of 
Children 
Exam- 
ined. 


Nits. 


Minor.  Major 


Totals. 


Girls. 


No.  of 
Children 
Exam- 
ined. 


Nits. 


Minor. 


Major. 


Totals 


1942 

First  Examinations 


Others 


29,651 

12,999 


2,593 

(*7%) 

2,004 

(15-4%) 


342  , 

242 

(J'9%) 


2,935 

(9-9%) 

2,246 

(I7‘3%) 


34,035 

25,536 


9,194 

(27-o%) 

11,419 

(447%) 


3,548 

Uo-4%) 

2,994 

(«7%) 


12,742 

(37-4% 

14,413 

(56-4% 


Totals,  1942 


42,650 


4,597 

(io-8%) 


584 

U'4%) 


5,181 


59,571 


20,613 

(34-6%) 


6,542 


27,155 

(45-6)% 


Totals,  1941*  ... 


22,978 


4,425 

[19-3%) 


447 

(i-9%) 


4,872 

(21-2%) 


32,004 


13,144 

(4I'I%) 


3,659 

(II'4%) 


16,803 

i52'5%) 


* Inspections  by  School  Nurses. 

The  Cleanliness  Inspectresses  issued  formal  notices  to  the  parents 
to  cleanse  the  children  within  24  hours  in  376  instances.  56  of  these 
children  were  cleansed  at  First  Aid  Posts  ; 218  were  cleansed  by  the 
parents. 


( b ) Examinations  in  schools  by  Nurse  Inspectresses  of  the  Sanitary 
Divisions. 


Boys  and  Girls. 

- 

No.  of 
Children 
Examined. 

“ Infected.” 

“ Infested.” 

Totals. 

1942 

First  Examinations 

76,579 

19,973 

514 

20,487 

(through  session) 
Others 

52,888 

(26-1%) 

No 

(07%) 

details  availa 

(26-8%) 
ble.  ~ 

1941. 

First  Examinations* 

24,102 

5,685 

193 

5,878 

First  and 

69,142 

(23-6%) 

22,368 

(oS%) 

521 

(24-4%) 

22,889 

Other  Examinations!  ... 
Others*  ...  * ... 

15,794 

(32-4%) 

No 

(o-8%) 

details  availa 

(33-2%) 

ble. 

* March  to  June.  f October  to  February. 
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The  Nurse  Inspectresses  found  that  78  of  the  children  were  cleansed 
at  the  First  Aid  Posts  and  9,163  were  cleansed  by  the  parents.  In  475 
cases  it  had  been  necessary  to  issue  formal  written  notices  to  the  parents 
to  cleanse  the  children  within  24  hours.  In  this  work,  the  Nurse 
Inspectresses  vis'ted  8,745  homes  and  re-visited  482. 


(c)  Work  at  the  First  Aid  Posts. 

21  First  Aid  Posts  were  provided  with  materials  for  cleansing  of 
school  children’s  heads.  These  Posts  provided  3,949  treatments  to 
1,293  children,  only  374  of  whom  were  discharged  from  the  Posts  clean. 
It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  the  great  majority  of  the  children  failed 
to  attend  for  completion  of  cleansing. 


APPENDIX  IIIc. — Inspection  prior  to  Evacuation. 

There  was  no  “ general  ” evacuation  (groups  of  children  registered 
at  the  schools  for  evacuation)  during  the  year.  The  table  shown  below 
gives  the  results  of  inspection  of  individual  children  proposed  for 
evacuation  to  hostels  and  residential  schools.  Many  children  were  also 
inspected  at  the  school  clinics  regarding  their  fitness  to  return  to  these  resi- 
dential centres  after  they  had  been  at  home  for  holiday  or  other  reasons. 


Inspections  prior  to  evacuation  to  two  Government  Camps — 


1942. 

1941. 

1940. 

Fit 

Deferred  on  account  of 
nits  and  vermin 
Deferred  on  other  grounds 
Not  fit  

200  (52-5%) 

127  (33-3%) 
50  (13-1%) 
4 ( i-o%) 

489  (55-6%) 

226  (257%) 

139  (15-8%) 
26  ( 3-0 %) 

381  ( 68-8 %) 

106  (19-1%) 
47  ( 8-5%) 

20  ( 3-6%) 

Total  children  examined 

381 

880 
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Inspections  prior  to  evacuation  to  Residential  Centres  for  Physically  and  Mentally 
Defective  Children  and  for  Nursery  School  Children — _ 


1942 

1941 

1940 

Fit 

Deferred  on  account  of 
nits  and  vermin 
Deferred  on  other  grounds 
Not  fit  ...  ...  j.. 

936  (67-5%) 

284  (20-8°/0) 
144  (ro-5%) 
2 ( o-i%) 

1,072  ( 7i-3 %) 

278  (18-5%) 
144  ( 9-6%) 
9 ( o-6%) 

5,581  (82-5%) 

0 

675  (ro-o%) 

286  ( 4-2%) 
226  ( 3-4%) 

Total  children  examined 

1,366 

1,503 

6,768 

TABLE  IV— Return  of  ALL  Exceptional  Children  of  School 


Age  in  the  Area. 


Disability. 

At 

Ordinary 

Schools. 

At  Special 
Schools  or 
Classes. 

At  no  School 
or 

Institution. 

Total. 

Blind,  etc. 

It  is  not  possible  in  present  circumstances  to  give  this  return  in  the 
form  suggested  by  the  Department  of  Health.  (See  Report  1939,  page  67.) 


* * 
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TABLE  V. — (a)  Dental  Propaganda  and  Inspection. 

Dental  Propaganda. — With  the  introduction  in  September,  1941,  of 
the  offer  of  any  necessary  dental  treatment  at  a school  clinic  at  a charge 
of  Is.,  the  “ First  Dental  Card  ” (See  Report  for  1937,  page  46)  became 
a simple  offer  of  treatment  which  was  extended  to  pupils  of  all  ages  in 
certain  schools  where  no  dental  routine  inspection  system  was  in 
operation. 


1942. 

1941. 

1939. 

Schools  in  which  cards 
were  issued 

65 

73 

142 

Cards  issued — 

Not  returned  or  re-  1 
turned  blank 
"Treatment  not  neces-  > 
sary  ” 

"For  private  treatment”  __ 
Accepted  offer  of  school 
clinic  treatment 

19,283  (75-o%)  I 
6,404  ( 24-9 %) 

3,463  (i6-5%) 

5.440  (26-0%) 

8,622  (411%) 

3.440  (i6-4%) 

2,570  ( 9 6%) 

6,336  (2j-7%) 
9,152  (34-i%) 

S.733  ( 32  6 %) 

Totals 

25,687 

20,965 

26,791 

The  percentage  of  acceptances  of  treatment  in  1942  as  compared 
with  that  of  previous  years  would  be  markedly  affected  by  the  relatively 
wider  age  range  of  the  pupils  in  1942,  as  well  as  by  the  new  terms  on 
which  clinic  treatment  could  be  obtained. 


Dental  Inspection. — The  numbers  of  children  inspected  in  schools 
by  the  school  dentists  and  the  results  of  these  inspections  during  the 
session  and  during  1941  and  1939  are  given  below  : — 


1942. 

1941. 

1939. 

Schools  in  which  dental 
inspections  were  held  . . . 

40 

64 

33 

Half-days  spent  at  inspec- 
tions 

129 

118 

69 

Children  inspected — 

With  sound  teeth 
Requiring  treatment — 
Not  urgent  ...  "1 

Urgent  ...  J 

3,211  (13-2%) 
21,170  (86-8%)  | 

4,337  (15-2%) 

22,506  (78-1)% 
1,619  ( 6-7%) 

1,971  (12-4%) 

12,522  (78  6%) 
1,433  ( 9-o%) 

Totals 

24,381 

28,462 

15,926 

57 


Cards  were  issued  to  those  requiring  treatment : — 


1942. 

1941. 

1939. 

Not  returned 

3,138  (14-8%) 

8,845  (j67%) 

1,524  (io-g%) 

Treatment  declined 

801  ( 3-8%) 

155  ( o-6%) 

69  ( o-5%) 

For  private  treatment  ... 
Accepted  offer  of  school 

8,179  (38-6%) 

10,095  (41-8%) 

8,034  (57-6%) 

clinic  treatment 

9,052  (42-8%) 

5,030  ( 20-8 %) 

4,328  (3i-o%) 

Totals 

21,170 

24,125 

13,955 

During  1942  all  pupils  in  a limited  number  of  schools  were  inspected. 
In  1941  and  previously  the  younger  pupils  in  a larger  number  of  schools 
were  inspected.  This  change  in  the  arrangements,  together  with  the 
offer  of  treatment  at  a small  charge,  would  explain  the  increased 
percentage  of  acceptances.  It  should  be  noted  that  of  the  children 
represented  by  the  9,052  acceptances,  only  6,060  reached  the  school 
clinics.  Some  of  the  remainder  would  no  doubt  seek  private  treatment. 
Children  much  in  need  of  dental  treatment  were  specially  noted  and 
“ followed  up.” 

Ages  of  children  inspected  by  the  dentists  during  the  session  : — 


Age. 

Systematic 
Inspection 
at  Schools. 

Special  and 
Emergency 
Inspection 
at  Clinics. 

Totals. 

2 

V 

5 

5 

3 

— 

17 

17 

4 

7 

53 

60 

5 

2,171 

2,078 

4,249 

6 

3,594 

1,612 

5,206 

7 

3,146 

1,703 

4,849 

8 

2,951 

1,559 

4,510 

9 

4,051 

2,006 

6,057 

10 

2,742 

1,351 

4,093 

1 1 

2,568 

1,035 

3,603 

12 

1,629 

664 

2,293 

13 

1,383 

775 

2,158 

14 

135 

49 

184 

15 

4 

11 

15 

16 

— 

5 

5 

24,381 

12,923 

37,304 
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( b ) Treatment  at  Dental  Clinics. 

The  following  figures  include  42  attendances  of  pre-school  cases  : — 


1942 

1941 

1939 

m 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Totals. 

Actually  treated  by  the  School 
Dental  Officers — 

F irst  treatment 
Further  treatment  ... 

9,466 

10,775 

9,517 

11,034 

18,983 

21,809 

10,886 

10,026 

22,383 

22,041 

Total  attendances  for  treatment... 
Attended  but  not  treated 

20,241 
Not  ava 

20,551 

ilable. 

40,792 

3,900 

20,912 

3,713 

44,424 

4,609 

Totals'  ... 

— 

— 

44,692 

24,625 

49,033 

Fillings — 

Permanent  teeth 
Temporary  teeth 

2,291 

320 

2,507 

328 

4,798 

648 

1,804 

175 

4,371 

1,018 

Extractions — 

Permanent  teeth — 
Without  anaesthetic 
With  local  anaesthetic 
With  general  anaesthetic 

22 

3,322 

27 

3,713 

49 

7,035 

18 

3,829 

12 

7,801 

7 

Totals  ... 

3,344 

3,740 

7,084 

3,847 

7,820 

Temporary  teeth — 
Without  anaesthetic 
With  local  anaesthetic 
With  general  anaesthetic 

223 

22,250 

194 

21,858 

417 
44.1  OS 

152 

23,633 

554 

42,559 

9 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  . 

22,473 

22,052 

44,525 

23,785 

43,122 

Number  of  administrations  of 
general  anaesthetic 









4 

Other  operations — 
Scalings  ... 

Gum  treatment  ... 
Silver  nitrate  dressings 
Temporary  fillings 
Others 

Perm. 

Teeth. 

2,031 

1,001 

641 

1,546 

533 

Temp. 

Teeth. 

22 

238 

3,973 

106 

14 

Totals. 

2,053 

1,239 

4,614 

1,652 

547 

541 

640 

2,203 

573 

235 

S18 

1,758 

3,452 

1,854 

579 

Half-days  devoted  to  inspection... 
Half-days  devoted  to  treatment 
Half-days  devoted  to  visiting 
urgent  cases  in  homes  or  schools 

129 

4,340 

118 

2,805 

4 

69 

3,766 
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The  ratio  of  fillings  to  extractions  (permanent  teeth  only)  in  the 
last  four  years  was  as  follows  : — 


1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

Extractions 

Fillings  

Ratio  of  fillings  to  extractions  ... 

7,820 
4,371 
56  : 100 

2,727 
1,610 
59  : 100 

3,847 
1,804 
47  : 100 
/ 

7,084 
4,798 
68  : 100 

Apart  from  the  above  work  done  in  the  City,  the  56  periods  devoted 
to  evacuation  work  shown  on  page  6 included  the  treatment  of  676 
children  (699  attendances)  and  the  inspection  only  of  an  additional 
346  children  at  four  centres  outwith  the  City  for  which  Glasgow  was 
directly  responsible  ; the  main  work  done  was  609  extractions  and 
63  fillings  of  temporary  teeth  and  180  extractions  and  38  fillings  of 
permanent  teeth. 
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APPENDIX  VI. — Summary  of  Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment 
Statistics  (of  which  details  are  given  throughout  Report)  showing 
variations  from  Statistics  for  previous  year. 


A.  Inspection. 


Type. 

Cases 

1942. 

Cases 

1941. 

Variation  from 
previous  year 
Cases. 

Systematic  Examinations  (page  35) 

50,760 

40,073 

+ 

10,687  (267%) 

Systematic  Examinations — Special 
Schools  (page  36) 

739 

474 

+ 

265  (55  9%) 

Other  Examinations  in  Schools 
(page  36)  

30,964 

26,581 

+ 

4,383  (/6  j%) 

Other  Examinations  mainly  in 
Clinics  (page  36) 

3,601 

3,403 

+ 

198  ( 5-8%) 

Special  Inspections  and  Re-inspec- 
tions— Mental  Defect  (page  31) 

1,142 

734 

+ 

408  (55-6%) 

Emergency  and  other  Evacuation 
Examinations  (page  37) 

136,298 

181,250 

— 

44,952  (24-9%) 

Dental  Inspections  (page  56) 

24,381 

28,462 

— 

4,081  (143%) 

Totals  ... 

247,885 

280,977 

— 33,092  ( n-8 %) 

B.  Treatment. 


Cases. 

Variations  from 
previous  year. 

Attendances. 

Variations  from 
previous  year. 

Disease,  &c. 

1942. 

1941. 

1942. 

1941. 

1,563 

1,950 



387  (ig-8%) 

36,592 

36,831 

- 239  (o-6%) 

(examined  only) 

913 

695 

+ 

218  (ji-4%) 

Inc 

luded  ab 

ove. 

2,476 

2,645 

— 

169  (6-4%) 

36,592 

36,831 

- 239  (o-6%) 

I ... 

1,502 

1,917 

— 

415  ( 21-6 %) 

18,759 

18,487 

+ 272  (j-5%) 

1 — Cuts,  bruises, 
jrains,  minor  in- 
lries,  &c 

957 

1,247 

290  (23-3%) 

"f  143,784 

98,911 

+ 44,873  (45+%) 

eases  of  Skin 
gworm  and  Favus 
ay  treatment 

21,258 

330 

11,852 

211 

Inclu 

+ 9,406  (79-4%) 
+ • 119(56-4%) 
ded  above. 

68 

56 

+ 12  (21-4%) 

22,545 

13,310 

+ 

9,235  (69-4%) 

143,852 

98,967 

+ 44,885  (45  4%) 

ler  diseases 

4,394 

4,489 

— 

95  [2-i%) 

11,918 

11,853 

+ 65  (0-5%) 

ler  diseases  (pre- 
cribed  for  at  schools) 
ler  diseases  (pre- 
cribed  for  at  Skin, 
ic.,  Clinics) 
tier  diseases  (attend- 
inces  for  medicines) 

1,326 

474 

1,290 

1,128 

Incl 

+ 36  (2-8%) 

- 654  ( 58  0 %) 

uded  above. 

Inc 

14,718 

luded  be 
16,365 

low. 

-•1,647  (jro-2%) 

6,194 

6,907 

— 

713  (jo-3%) 

26,636 

28,218 

- 1,582(5-6%) 

her  diseases  (Artifi- 
cial Light  treatment) 

575 

413 

+ 

162  (39-2°/o) 

10,923 

6,912 

+ 4,01 1 (58-0%) 

ifective  vision 

9,356 

8,852 

+ 

504  (5-7%) 

10,548 

9,741 

+ 807  (8-3%) 

sfective  teeth 

18,983 

10,886 

+ 

8,097  (74-4%) 

44,692 

24,625 

+ 20,067  (81-5%) 

'fective  teeth  (exam- 
ined only)  

3,900 

3,713 

+ 

187  (5-0%) 

Inc 

luded  ab 

ove. 

nsils  and  Adenoids 

1,333 

1,161 

+ 

172  (14  8%) 

4,125 

3,725 

+ 400  (ro-7%) 

formities  (exercises, 

*c.)  

428 

427 

+ 

1 (0-2%) 

12,790 

13,328 

- 538  (4-0%) 

formities  (examined 

,niy)  

308 

184 

+ 

124  (67  4%) 

308 

184 

+ 124  (67-4%) 

fonnities  (appliances 
^nd  repairs) 

70 

70 

— 

143 

157 

14  (8-9%) 

34,953 

25,706 

+ 

9,247  (36-0%) 

83,529 

58,672 

+ 24,857  (42-4%) 

■»kand  Total 

67,670 

50,485 

+ 17,185  (J4'4%) 

309,368 

241,175 

+ 68,193  (28  3%) 
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APPENDIX  VII. — Milk  Supply  to  School  Children. 


v The  following  table  shows  the  relative  number  of  milk  rations 
supplied  in  the  past  three  years  : — 


1942. 

1941. 

1940. 

Total  number  of  bottles 
throughout  the  normal 
session — 

To  necessitous  children 
Paid  for  by  parents 

supplied 

school 

1,937,684 

18,837,246 

2,284,549 

13.236,988 

438,655 

2,459,022 

20,774,930 

15,521,537 

2,897,677 

During  July  and  August — 
To  necessitous  children 
Paid  for  by  parents 



139,010 

833,188 

150,645 

970,108 

235,956 

1,327,584 

972,198 

1,120,753 

1,563,540 

During  July  and  August,  1940,  the  schools  remained  in  session. 
During  the  corresponding  months  of  1941  and  1942  the  schools  were  on 
holiday,  but  some  remained  open  for  the  supply  of  milk  rations  to 
school  children. 

The  total  number  of  milk  rations  supplied  during  the  normal  school 
session  was  almost  140,000  in  excess  of  the  number  for  the  last  pre-war 
year  (1939). 

In  the  two  years  preceding  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  the  milk 
provided  to  schools  was  sufficient  to  supply  a' ration  to  about  65  per  100 
of  the  children  in  average  attendance.  During  session  1940-41,  there 
were  special  reasons  for  fluctuations,  but  from  September  to  December, 
1940,  the  corresponding  figure  increased  from  60  to  75  per  100,  and 
in  June,  1941,  stood  at  82  milk  rations  per  100  children  in  average 
attendance.  From  September,  1941,  the  figure  of  85  milk  rations  per 
100  children  in  average  attendance  was  exceeded  in  most  months,  and 
in  May  and  June,  1942,  more  than  95  milk  rations  per  100  children  were 
supplied  to  the  schools. 

The  milk  was  tested  throughout  the  session  by  means  of  bacterio- 
logical, biological,  and  chemical  analyses,  and  was  generally  found  to 
be  of  good  quality,  although  peace-time  standards  were  not  quite 
maintained. 
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APPENDIX  VIII. — Cleanliness  Supervision  by  Senior  Women 

Assistants  (assisted  by  Welfare  Attendants)  at  Selected 

Schools. 

See  Report  for  1941,  page  74. 

To  the  list  of  six  schools  originally  selected  for  the  experimental 
system  of  supervision  of  the  cleanliness  of  the  children  were  added  by 
the  end  of  June,  1942,  Abbotsford,  Finnieston,  Greenfield,  St.  Philomena  s 
and  Springfield  schools. 

The  success  of  this  system  of  supervision  of  the  cleanliness— 
particularly  the  heads-of  the  children  by  teachers  who  are  in  close 
touch  with  the  children  and  their  parents  is  shown  by  the  following 
summary  of  the  percentages  of  children  “ clean  and  well  cared  for  m 
the  original  six  schools  throughout  a series  of  general  inspections  near 
the  beginning,  the  middle  arjd  the  end  of  each  of  two  sessions. 


Percentages  of  clean  and  well  cared  for  children  at  six  schools. 
Six  successive  inspections  during  1941  and  1942. 


Inspection. 

1942. 

1941. 

No.  of 
children 
examined. 

“ Clean 
cared 

No. 

and  well 
for." 

Percentage 

No.  of 
children 
examined. 

" Clean  a 
cared 

No. 

ind  well 
for/’ 

Percentage 

Boys — First 

Second  . . . 
Third  ... 

1,501 

1,485 

1,778 

928 

1,170 

1,432 

61-8 

78-8 

80-5 

1,795 

1,476 

1,276 

987 

859 

1,000 

550 

58-2 

78-4 

Girls — First 

Second  ... 
Third 

2,531 

2,383 

2,619 

847 

1,280 

1,539 

33-5 

53-7 

58-8 

2,977 

2,540 

2,100 

869 

1,166 

1,382 

29-2 

45-9 

65-8 

From  this  table  it  will  be  seen  that,  as  a whole,  the  cleanliness  of 
the  children  improved  markedly  Throughout  each  school  session  an 
relapsed  between  the  two  sessions,  when  there  was  a certain  measure 
of  evacuation  and  return  therefrom  as  well  as  the  school  holidays.  I he 
final  percentage  for  the  second  year  was  higher  than  for  the  first  year 
for  boys  but  not  for  girls.  The  details  for  each  school  (not  given  here) 
show  that  the  final  percentage  for  1941  was  equalled  or  bettered  in  1942 
at  the  second  or  the  third  inspection  in  the  case  of  both  boys  am  gir  s 
in  three  schools  and  in  the  case  of  girls  only  in  one  school. 

These  statistics,  based  on  the  returns  made  by  the  teachers 
themselves,  appear  to  suggest  that,  while  the  scheme  pro  uces 
considerable  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  chi  ren  ° es® 
schools,  there  is  a point  at,  which  further  improvement  becomes  i 
to  achieve. 
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APPENDX  IX. — Nursery  Schools  and  War-Time  Nurseries. 

The  increase  of  war  work  among  mothers  has  created  a greater 
need  for  the  care  of  pre-school  children.  This  is  being  met  by  the 
expansion  of  the  system  of  Nursery  Schools  and  Day  Nurseries  and  by 
the  provision  of  War-Time  Nurseries  under  a special  Government  grant. 
The  Nursery  Schools  and  the  Day  Nurseries  for  children  of  from  two 
to  five  years  of  age  are  open  generally  from  7 a.m.  to  6 p.m.  on  five  or 
six  days  per  week.  The  War-Time  Nurseries  for  children  of  any  age 
up  to  five  years  are  open  during  similar  hours  or  (in  three  instances) 
for  24  hours  per  day. 

By  the  summer  of  1942  there  were  in  operation  in  the  City  area 
19  Nursery  Schools,  5 Day  Nurseries,  and  8 War-Time  Nurseries.  Thiee 
of  the  Nursery  Schools  and  two  of  the  Day  Nurseries  were  under  private 
management  and  in  receipt  of  Education  or  other  Grants.  There  were 
also  three  residential  evacuation  centres  for  nursery  school  children — 
one  at  Bellcairn,  Cove  (to  which  the  Mile-End  Nursery  School  children 
were  evacuated)  and  two  provided  later  by  the  American  “ Save  the 
Children  ” Fund.  At  June,  1942,  the  number  of  children  accommodated 
in  these  centres  in  the  City  and  elsewhere  was  1,437. 

Ten  additional  centres  now  open  (31st  March,  1943)  have  increased 
the  accommodation  to  1 ,900  places  ; twelve  centres  in  course  of  prepara- 
tion will  provide  540  further  places. 

General  medical  supervision,  including  weekly  visitation  of  the 
centres  in  the  City,  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping- 
cough  of  all  the  children  admitted,  and  examination  for  admission  to 
evacuation  centres,  is  provided  by  the  Child  Welfare  and  the  Education 
Health  Services,  the  clinics  of  these  services  being  available  for  the 
treatment  of  the  children  when  necessary.  Local  general  practitioners 
deal  with  any  illnesses  which  may  occur  at  the  evacuation  centres. 

These  expansions  in  the  facilities  for  the  care  of  pre-school  children 
are  of  considerable  value  in  respect  of  both  the  direct  influence  they 
will  have  in  improving  the  physical  and  mental  wellbeing  of  the  children, 
and  the  indirect  influence  in  the  same  direction,  by  the  education  of  the 
mothers.  The  work  of  the  nurseries  should  also  be  effective  in  reducing 
the  high  incidence  of  defects  of  health  found  among  ordinary  school 
entrants. 


